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Voting starts in Fla.;
Bush inches up in polls

Some problems emerge in early voting in Sunshine State rages

The hazards of the convoy

Attention turns to convoys and vehicle safety
following the refusal of up to 19 soldiers
to drive a reportedly unsafe route in Iraq

Soldiers from the 2nd Fo
‘end of an exhausting three-day convoy |
new home in Iraq. Convoys have been targeted b

militants with improvised explosive devices. A platoon fro
the 343rd Quartermaster Company recently refused to
conducta they said was too dangerous.
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States

Staten Island ferry crash: The Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board de-
layed its release of information about

the Staten Island ferry crash on Mon-
day, saying criminal prosecutors need
more time to review the information.

The NTSB’s last-minute announcement
hinted at some degree of miscommunica-
tion between the federal agencies investigat-
ing the accident.

The NTSB investigates major accidents in
order to make recommendations to make
transportation systems safer.

Hurricane Jeanne costs $93M:
Travelers Cos. said on Monday that it
pects $93 million in losses from Hurricane
Jeanne after taxes and reinsurance, bring-
ing its total losses from the four Florida hur-
ricanes to $402 million.

The loss from Jeanne includes $26 million
for commercial property, $44 million for
specialty lines, and $23 million for personal
lines.

Earlier this month the company said it
lost an estimated $94 million in hurricane
Ivan, $140 million from Hurricane Charley,
and $75 million because of Frances.

War on terrorism

Businessman extradition: German au-
thorities on Saturday said they were await-
ing a formal request from Spain to extradite

a Syrian-German of
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: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protections employee Wurb

Stampfli surveys the destroyed CDF Berryessa Lookout Tower near Guinda, Calif., on Thurs-

day. Hand crews and air tankers continued working to encircle a wil
sa in the remote terrain northeast of San Francisco as a rainstorm helped fii

Ifire near Lake Berryes-
fighters gain

control. Full containment of the blaze was not expected for another two days.

More weapons seized: French police
using information from raids that netted the

being a key al-Qaida figure.

Mamoun Darkazanli, 46, was taken into
custody in Hamburg on Friday under a
Spanish warrant.

Spanish authorities allege that Darkazan-
1i, who can be seen in a 1999 video at a wed-
ding with some of the Sept. 11, 2001, hijack-
ers, was “the permanent contact person and
assistant of Osama bin Laden in Germany,”
according to a statement from Hamburg au-
thorities. He is accused of having given lo-
gistical and financial support to the network
in Spain, Germany and Britain since 1997.

World

Journalists to receive awards: The Span-
ish newspaper El Mundo is giving journal-
ism awards to U.S. investigative reporter
Seymour Hersh and Mariane Pearl, widow
of slain Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel
Pearl.

Hersh, 67, won an award created in mem-
ory of Julio Fuentes and Julio Anguita Par-
rado, two El Mundo war correspondents
who were killed in Afghanistan and Iraq, re-
spectively.

The awards were announced by a jury in
September, and Hersh and Pearl were to re-
ceive them in person at a ceremony Monday.

Anglican dispute: Calling for a cease-fire
in the Anglican Communion’s bitter dispute
over ity, a church
on Monday urged the U.S. Episcopal
Church not to elect any more gay bishops
and for conservative African bishops to stop
meddling in the affairs of other dioceses.
The commission, created last year after the
consecration of V. Gene Robinson as bishop of
New Hampshire, called for apologies from
both sides, and for a long term process of rec-
onciliation and defining the relationship
among the world’s Anglican churches.

leader of the Basque separatist
group ETA and a huge arms cache have
found more weapons in hideouts allegedly
kept by the group, Spanish and French offi-
cials said Monday.

The new finds came Sunday night in the
towns of Saint Pierre de Irrube and Ur-
rugne in the Basque region of southwestern
France, the officials said.

A regional French police official said the an-
nouncement of the additional weapons was
simply a full accounting of caches that
French and Spanish police detected on Oct. 3.

China, N. Korea talks: North Korea’s No.
2 leader met his counterpart Monday in
Beijing in a visit that Chinese leaders are ex-
pected to use to press Pyongyang to resume
stalled six-nation talks on the dispute over
its nuclear program.

Kim Yong Nam of North Korea was told
by Wu Bangguo of China that “keeping the
momentum of the nuclear talks and promot-
ing the solution of the problem is the com-
mon wish of the international community.”

State television showed the two sitting in
ameeting room at the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple, the seat of China’s legislature. Each was
flanked by officials from their country.

Cleric to stand trial: Jailed cleric Abu
Bakar Bashir will go on trial next week ac-
cused of involvement in the deadly bomb at-
tacks on the island of Bali and at the J.W.
Marriott hotel in the capital, defense attor-
neys said Monday.

On Friday, prosecutors charged the
67-year-old Bashir under the country’s
anti-terror law for allegedly ordering the
Aug. 5, 2003, Marriott bomb that killed 12
people. They also charged him under the
criminal code for plotting the Oct. 12, 2002,
Bali bombings that left 202 people dead,
mostly foreign tourists.

Court officials said the trial will begin
Oct. 28, Bashir’s lawyer, Wirawan Adnan,
said Monday, adding that it will take place
in a government auditorium in south Jakar-
ta because so many people are expected to
attend.

Karzai leads vote count: An explosion hit
a car carrying an election worker in south-
eastern Afghanistan on Monday, killing him
and four other Afghan civilians, just over a
week after the war-ravaged nation held its
first presidential vote, officials said.

The vote count entered its fourth day with
the chief rival of interim leader Hamid
Karzai claiming that fraud had helped the
U.S.-backed incumbent amass a 4S percent-
age point lead in preliminary results from
the Oct. 9 election.

Pursuing Fischer case: An American
civil rights lawyer hired to breathe new life
into chess legend Bobby Fischer’s efforts to
fight deportation to the United States ac-
cused U.S. officials on Monday of “gro-
tesque” abuse of their powers and threat-
ened to take the case to the Supreme Court.

Richard Vattuone accused Washington of
persecuting Fischer for his political views,
refusing to observe due process in the revo-
cation of his U.S. passport and ignoring ob-
jections over the legality of its moves to
have him deported.

U.S. Embassy officials denied Fischer
was being treated unfairly.

Aristide accused of backing violence:
Haiti’s interim prime minister accused oust-
ed President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of
backing a wave of violence from exile in
South Africa, while a Chinese police unit ar-
rived to join a U.N. peacekeeping force that
has increasingly faced gunfire in the streets.

Many of the 95 Chinese riot police smiled
and waved Sunday after stepping off a jet
for their country’s first contribution to a
U.N. mission in the Western Hemisphere.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Clarification

A story in Monday'’s editions on prisoner releases from Abu Gh-
raib prison in Iraq included a U.S. military estimate of the number
of prisoners released so far. That number, 1,200, was actually for

Your Hometown Newspap

only, a military

later clarified.
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U.S. deaths
inIraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 1,086 members
of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according
to the Defense Department. Of
those, 830 died as a result of
hostile action and 256 died of
nonhostile causes. The figures
include three military civil-
jans. The department did not
provide an update over the
weekend.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Neth-
erlands, two; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Estonia, Hungary
and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 948 U.S. mili-
tary members have died —
721 as a result of hostile action
and 227 of nonhostile causes,
according to the military’s
numbers as of Friday.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

Spc. Josiah H.
Vandertulip, 21, Irving, Texas,
died Thursday in Baghdad,
when his patrol came under fire;
assigned to the 2nd Battalion,
7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Caval-
ry Division; Fort Hood.

W Army Pyt. 2 David L. Wa-
ters, 19, Auburn, Calif; died
Thursday in Baghdad, when a
bomb exploded near his vehi-
cle; assigned to the 2nd Battal-
ion, 14th Infantry Regiment,
10th Mountain Division (Light
Infantry), Fort Drum.

B Army Lt. Col. Mark P.
Phelan, 44, Green Lane, Pa,;
died Wednesday in Mosul,
Iraq, when a bomb hit his vehi-
cle; assigned to the Reserve’s
416th Civil Affairs Battalion;
Morristown, Pa.

W Army Maj. Charles R. Solt-
es Jr., 36, Irvine, Calif; died
Wednesday in Mosul, Iraq,
when a bomb exploded near
his vehicle; assigned to the Re-
serve’s 426th Civil Affairs Bat-
talion; Upland, Calif.

W Army Spc. Jaime Moreno,
28, Round Lake Beach, Ill;
died Wednesday in Baghdad, of
injuries sustained when a
‘bomb exploded near his patrol
vehicle; assigned to the 20th En-
gineer Battalion, 1st Cavalry Di-
vision; Fort Hood.

W Army Capt. Dennis L. Pin-
tor, 30, Lima, Ohio; died Tues-
day in Baghdad, after a bomb
exploded near his patrol vehi-
cle; assigned to the 20th Engi
neer Battalion, 1st Cavalry Di-
vision; Fort Hood.

W Army Spc. Michael S.
Weger, 30, Rochester, N.Y.,
died Tuesday in Baghdad,
after a bomb exploded near
his patrol vehicle; assigned to
the 20th Engineer Battalion,
1st Cavalry Division; Fort
Hood.
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Car bombs kill 12 in Baghdad, Mosul

Iraq releases Fallujah’s top negotlator in apparent bld to revive talks

BY ROBERT H. REID
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Car bombers
struck Baghdad and Mosul, rais-
ing the two-day death toll from
the weapons to 12 by Monday.

The chief negotiator for the city
of Fallujah dashed hopes for a
quick resumption of peace talks
despite his release by U.S. and
Iraqi authorities.

In Mosul, a car bomb detonated
Sunday morning on a bridge, kill-
ing five Iraqis and wounding 15
others, the U.S. military said Mon-
day. The blast occurred when the
suicide car-bomber collided with
another car, setting off a giant
blaze that damaged several other
vehicles. A car bomber Monday
hit a civilian convoy, killing one
and wounding four others.

In Baghdad, a car bomb explod-
ed late Sunday near a police pa-
trol in the Jadiriyah district, kill-
ing six people, including three po-
lice officers, and wounding 26 oth-
ers. The blast hit a cafe near the
Australian Embassy, although
there were no Australian casual-
ties.

The American death toll in the
Iraq war reached a grim mile-
stone this weekend: 1,100. The
crash of two Army helicopters Sat-
urday raised the toll to 1,097 ser-
vicemembers and three civilians
— two working for the Army and
one working for the Air Force.
The Associated Press count in-
cludes accidental and noncombat
deaths.

Meanwhile, Fallujah negotiator
Sheik Khaled al-Jumeili said
peace talks to end the standoff in
Irag’s major insurgent bastion
will remain suspended as a pro-
test against his detention by U.S.
troops, who accused him of repre-
senting the militants.

“The fact is that 'm

Chief negotiator for Fallujah, Sheik Khaled al-Jumeili, right, is welcomed by a friend after being released

from U.S. custody in Fallujah, Iraq, on Monday, on the orders of Iraqi interim Prime Mi

vilians, kids, women — who have
no power but through being repre-
sented by somebody. Since the sit-
uation has got up to this, each can
go wherever they want and we
don’t need to talk about negotia-
tions,” he told Al-Arabiya TV.
Al-Jumeili told the AP he was
released Monday from U.S. and
Iraqi custody after being de-
tained Friday after talks broke
down over the city’s rejection of a
demand by Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi to turn over terrorist lead-
er Abu Musab al-Zargawi. Al-Zar-
gawi’s group Tawhid and Jihad
has claimed responsibility in nu-
merous beheadings and suicide
bombings, including two attacks
on Baghdad's Green Zone last
week that killed six, including
four U.S. civilians.
i said al-Jumeili was

on behalf of Fallujah people — ci-

picked up after leaving a mosque

following prayers in a village
about 10 miles south of Fallujah.

Also Monday, Iraqi officials
said a cash-for-weapons program
for Shiite fighters in Baghdad’s
Sadr City and other locations was
extended until Tuesday.

Iraqi officials hope that Fallu-
jah leaders can be persuaded to
negotiate a weapons buyback
deal similar to one struck with
Shiite radical cleric Muqtada
dl Sadr to end clashes in Sadr

City.

U.S. forces have been waging
days of air and ground assaults in
Fallujah, targeting key sites pur-
portedly used by al-Zargawi asso-
ciates.

The latest U.S. assault began
Thursday after Fallujah clerics re-
jected the “impossible” demand to
turn over the terrorist leader, in-
sisting that al-Zarqawi was not in

ter Ayad Allawi.

the city. Fallujah fell under control
of radical clerics and their armed
mujahedeen fighters after U.S. Ma-
rines lifted their three-week siege
of the city in April.

In other violence:

W A militant group has killed
two Macedonian men it accused
of spying for the United States,
Al-Jazeera television reported.

It broadcast a videotape from
the Islamic Army in Iraq saying
the Macedonians were captured

“afew days ago outside an Ameri-
can base in Irag.”

M An Australian journalist held
hostage in Baghdad for 24 hours
over the weekend was released
unharmed and arrived in
Amman, Jordan, his employers
said.

WA Bagouba police patrol was
ambushed Sunday night, injuring
nine people, including seven po-
licemen.

Militants

Terror group being
led by al-Zarqawi

BY RAWYA RAGEH
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The militant
group led by terror mastermind
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, believed
to be behind many deadly attacks
in Iraqg, has
declared its
allegiance to
Osama bin
Laden, citing
the need for
unity against
“the enemies
of Islam.”

The decla-
ration, which
appeared
Sunday on a
Web site
used as a clearinghouse for state-
ments by militant groups, said
al-Zarqawi’s Tawhid and Jihad

al-Zarqawi

pledge allegiance to al-Qaida

group and al-Qaida had been in
communication eight months ago
and  “viewpoints were ex-
changed” before the dialogue was
interrupted.

“God soon blessed us with a re-
sumption in communication, and
the dignified brothers in al-Qaida
understood the strategy of
Tawhid and Jihad,” said the state-
ment, whose authenticity could
not be confirmed.

The statement ran a Quranic
verse encouraging Muslim unity
and said al-Zargawi considered
bin Laden “the best leader for Is-
lam’s armies against all infidels
and apostates.”

The Jordanian-born al-Zarqawi
is suspected of about a dozen
high-profile attacks in Iraq, in-
cluding last year’s bombing of the
UN. headquarters in Baghdad,
and the beheading of numerous
foreign hostages.

His relationship to bin Laden
and the al-Qaida leadership has

long been the subject of consider-
able speculation. Although many
experts believe al-Zarqawi had
Jongtime ties to al-Qaida, others
suspected that al-Zarqawi consid-
ered himself a rival to bin Laden
for the mantle of chief defender
of the Muslim faith.

The Bush administration said it
was still trying to confirm the re-
port.

“But we've always said there
were ties between Zarqawi and
al-Qaida, which underscores once
again why Iraq is the central
front in the war on terror,” White
House spokesman Trent Duffy
said in Washington. “It’s also
proof positive of why the presi-
dent’s firm resolve to fight terror-
ists overseas so we don’t face
them in America’s neighborhoods
is the only clear way to prevail.”

The statement affirmed the “al-
legiance of Tawhid and Jihad’s
leadership and soldiers to the
chief of all fighters, Osama bin
Laden.” It said the announcement

had been timed for the start of the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan

when “Muslims need more than
ever to stick together in the face
of the religion’s enemies.”

The statement also endorsed
bin Laden’s goal to “expel the infi-
dels from the Arabian peninsula”
— a reference to American influ-
ence in the al-Qaida leader’s na-
tive Saudi Arabia, birthplace of
the Islamic faith.

Al-Zarqawi’s declaration ap-
peared two days after the U.S.
government formally declared
his Tawhid and Jihad a terrorist
organization. The listing imposes
several restrictions on the group,
including a ban on travel to the
United States and a freeze on the
group’s assets in U.S. banks.

Al-Zarqawi also was indicted in
absentia Sunday in his native Jor-
dan along with 12 other alleged
Muslim militants on charges of
plotting a chemical attack that
could have killed thousands of
people.
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No decision yet
in discipline for
reservists who

refused

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The U.S. mili-
tary said Monday no decision had
been made on whether to disci-
pline Army reservists who re-
fused a supply mission last week,
despite statements from their rel-
atives that the soldiers would be
discharged.

“It is too early in the process to
tell if any disciplinary actions will
be initiated,” Maj. Richard Spie-
gel, spokesman for the 13th Corps
Support Command in Balad, said
in an e-mail to The Associated
Press.

Families of some soldiers in-
volved said Monday the com-
manders did not act on com-
plaints that the convoy was haul-
ing contaminated fuel or that
their vehicles were in poor work-
ing order and were not sufficient-
ly protected with armor.

Spiegel said no decision will be
made on discipline until the inves-
tigation is completed and recom-
mendations are made.

“I could not speculate as to why
soldiers would be telling people
that they are going to be dis-
charged,” he said.

The Army announced last week
it was investigating up to 19 mem-
bers of a platoon from the 343rd
Quartermaster Company, based
in Rock Hill, S.C, after they re-
fused to transport supplies from
Tallil air base near Nasiriyah to
Taji north of Baghdad.

On Monday, Ricky Shealey of
Quinton, Ala., father of one of the
soldiers involved, told CBS’ “The
Early Show” that his son, Spc.
Scott Shealey, “is being told he is
going to be processed out of the
Army with a general” discharge.

Shealey said his son “is very de-
pressed about this.”

A general discharge is consider
a disciplinary action that would
lead soldiers to risk losing most
— if not all — of their veterans’
benefits.

However, the commanding gen-
eral of the 13th Corps Support
Command, Brig. Gen. James
Chambers, said Sunday in Bagh-
dad that two investigations were
under way and that 18 soldiers
were involved. He also said none
was under arrest, and it was too
early to tell whether the soldiers
would be disciplined.

Shealey said his son refused to
g0 on the mission because the
fuel they were to haul was taint-
ed, and he feared it would be put
in a helicopter that would later
crash.

[ ] ]

“The command just totally ig-
nored them when they told them
the fuel was contaminated, and
they was still going to send them
out on this mission with contami-
nated fuel,” Shealey told CBS.
“The command was completely
aware of the situation, and I think
it’s a command issue and not a sol-
dier issue.”

Teresa Hill of Dothan, Ala., the
mother of Spc. Amber McClenny,
told NBC’s “Today” show: “It was
about the fuel. It was the bro-
ken-down trucks. Unarmored ve-
hicles.”

Chambers denied the fuel was
contaminated.
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Army investigating soldiers in Iraq

The U.S. Army Reserve o
soldiers who refused
orders to drive a
dangerous route were
members of one of a few
supply units whose trucks
are still unarmored, their
commanding general said
Sunday. The route is
called “Main Supply Route
Tampa” by the military.

100 mi

SYRIA

U.S. troops
were to deliver

fuel to area.

Soldiers did

not show up

=== Supply route
along Highway 1

SAUDI ARABIA

for the convoy.

SOURCE: Global Security

He said the Army is adding
steel armor plating on unarmored
vehicles and upgrading mainte-
nance. Some of the soldiers told
family members they refused the
assignment because they lacked
proper equipment and protection.

AP

ing which it will conduct no fur-
ther missions as its vehicles are
inspected, the military said.

The platoon has troops from Al-
abama, Kentucky, Mississippi,
North Carolina and South Caroli-

Chambers said the
will “assess armor” on supply ve-
hicles, which are often subject to
insurgent attack, and add steel
plating if necessary.

The mission was later carried
out by other soldiers from the
343rd, which has at least 120 sol-
diers, the military said.

Chambers has since ordered
the 343rd to undergo a “safe-
ty-maintenance stand down,” dur-

a.
The issue of lack of appropriate
i been a long d-

ing complaint by low-level sol-
diers and higher U.S. command.

Lt Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez, commander of U.S. forc-
es in Irag from mid-2003 until
this summer, sent a letter to the
Pentagon in December 2003 com-
plaining that supplies were short,
and this was adversely affecting
the ability of troops to fight, The
Washington Post reported Mon-
day.

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The soldiers of the 343rd
Quartermaster Company who refused to drive re-
portedly unsafe trucks down a dangerous route in
Traq aren’t likely to face severe punishment, one
military legal expert said Monday.

many troops voiced the same concern,
which led to a halt in missions while the unit’s vehi-
cles were inspected, and there is the risk that the
incident could become a political football, said Eu-
gene Fidell.

Fidell teaches military justice at Harvard Law
School and serves as president of the National Insti-
tute of Military Justice.

With the political heat generated over the U.S.
military involvement in Iraq, from prisoner abuse
scandals to a lack of evidence on weapons of mass
destruction, to reports troops were deployed
ill-equipped, it's unlikely the involved soldiers will
face harsh punishment or be made examples of, he
said.

“Personally, I am quite skeptical if any serious
disciplinary action ensues,” Fidell said. “I think
probably some people are going to get chewed out,
and I also wouldn’t be surprised if the command
takes a hit over serious appearance of lack of mis-
sion readiness.”

That said, the alleged failure of the reservists to
obey a lawful order is “obviously impermissible,”
Fidell said. It puts lives at risk, cracks the founda-
tions of military discipline, and can harm morale.

“It may have been an unwise order, but you
can’t have people refusing orders. It's hardwired
in military life, particularly in combat elements,
and that's not ‘something [leadership] will toler-
ate.

Up to 19 soldiers allegedly refused orders to
drive fuel trucks because they had not been ser-
viced and the convoy did not have an escort of
armed vehicles for the missions from Tallil air
base in southern Iraq to Taji, about 15 miles north
of Baghdad.

Expert: Army not likely to punish
troops for refusing supply mission

“Not all of their trucks are completely armored.
In their case, they haven’t had the chance to get ar-
mored,” Brig. Gen. James E. Chambers, command-
ing general of 13th Corps Support Command, said
during a weekend press conference in Baghdad, ac-
cording to The Associated Press.

They since have returned to duty, and it was
“too early” Sunday to determine if any will face dis-
ciplinary action, Chambers said.

Troops have measures in place to appropriately
voice concerns, Fidell said.

“People in the field may have information that
may not be available to those giving the orders,
and you can speak up, provided you do it in an ap-
propriate fashion. In the meantime, you do as
you're told,” Fidell said. “And you always can go
up the chain of command, again, provided you do it
in an appropriate fashion.”

There is flexibility built into the system, but “dis-
obey a lawful order and do so at your own peril.”

Still, “right there and right now, I'd be quite sur-
prised if we saw any court martial charges,” Fidell
said. “You can’t rule anything out, but it’s my intu-
ition. To bring down the wrath of the UCMJ on
those people, right before a presidential election in
which conditions of this war is an issue, might not
be the right politics.

“Whether that kind of politics plays a role and
gets communicated to those over there, we’ll proba-
bly never know. This is probably an issue those in
position of responsibly would prefer not to deal
with, and would not want to make it a bigger
issue.”

Though still a serious infraction, the fact that so
many refused the order lends credability to their
assertions, and points to another indicator that the
soldlers likely will not face harsh punishment, Fi-
dell sai

“It lends to suggests there was objective merit to
their concerns,” he said. “To have one person on a
personal idiosyncratic mission is different from
having a lot of careered reservists who are really
concerned about being asked to something unnec-
essarily unsafe.”

14 held in
active duty
as potential
witnesses in
prison cases

BY FOSTER KLUG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The Army has
extended active duty for 14 poten-
tial witnesses in the criminal tri-
als of fellow reservists accused of
abusing Iraqi prisoners, military
officials said Monday.

While other members of the
Maryland-based 372nd Military
Police Company have returned to
their civilian lives, the potential
witnesses have been retained
until their original two-year
call-up orders expire on Feb. 22,
said Army spokeswoman Maj.
Elizabeth Robbins. Seven mem-
bers of the company were
charged after the release of pho-
tos showing soldiers from the unit
humiliating detainees at the Abu
Ghraib prison near Baghdad. Pfc.
Lynndie England, the reservist
seen in some of the most notori-
ous photos, faces a January
court-martial.

The potential witnesses, who re-
turned from Iraq in August, are
stationed at Fort Lee, Va.

Robbins said the decision to
keep them on active duty originat-
ed with Lt. Gen. Thomas Metz,
commander of ground forces in
Iraq, and was approved by acting
Army Secretary Les Brownlee.

Asked if the decision wa
mon Army practice, Robbms re-
plied: “It is not.”

“We took extraordinary care in
making the request,” she said.
“We take seriously that we are
asking these individuals to stay
on active duty to perform an e:
tremely important duty. This
not a normal thing. We want to do
the right thing here.”

Robbins said there had been no
decision on whether the soldiers
would be retained past Feb. 22.
“We'll cross that bridge when we
come to it,” she said.

Eugene Fidell, a specialist in
military law and president of the
National Institute of Military Jus-
tice, said the government has
other ways to compel the testimo-
ny of witnesses at trial, including
obtaining an enforceable court
order.

“I think this was done for conve-
nience, to basically make sure the
people are available,” said Fidell,
who teaches military justice at
Harvard Law School. “But I can
think of few better ways to alien-
ate witnesses on whose testimony
you might have to rely than to ba-
sically put their lives on hold.”

One soldier from the 372nd,
Spe. Jeremy Sivits, is serving a
one-year prison sentence after
pleading guilty in May to three
charges. Another member of the
unit, Staff Sgt. Ivan “Chip” Fred-
erick, plans to plead guilty

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

to four charges, said
his attorney, Gary Myers.
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Sanchez had reported shortages in Iraq

BY THOMAS E. RICKS
The Washington Post

‘WASHINGTON — The top U.S.
commander in Iraq complained
to the Pentagon last winter that
his supply situation was so poor
that it threatened Army troops’
ability to fight, according to an of-
ficial document that has surfaced
only now.

The lack of key spare parts for
gear vital to combat operations,
such as tanks and helicopters,
‘was causing problems so severe,
Army Lt Gen. Ricardo S.
Sanchez wrote in a letter to top
Army officials, that “I cannot con-
tinue to support sustained combat
operations with rates this low.”

Senior Army officials said most
of Sanchez’s concerns have been

addressed in recent months, but
they continue to keep a close eye
on the problems he identified.
‘The situation
is “substan-
tially better”
now,  said
Gary Mot-
sek, deputy
director  of
operations
for the Army
Materiel
Command.
Sanchez,
who was the
senior com-
mander on the ground in Iraq
from the summer of 2003 until
the summer of 2004, said in his let-
ter that Army units in Iraq were
“struggling just to maintain ... rel-
atively low readiness rates” on

Sanchez

key combat systems, such as M-1
Abrams tanks, Bradley Fighting
Vehicles, anti-mortar radars and
Black Hawk helicopters.

He said units were waiting an
average of 40 days for critical
spare parts, which he noted was
almost three times the Army’s av-
erage. In some Army supply de-
pots in Iraq, 40 percent of critical
parts were at “zero balance,”
meaning they were absent from
depot shelves, he said.

He also protested in his letter,
sent Dec. 4 to the No. 2 officer in
the Army, with copies to other se-
nior officials, that his soldiers still
needed protective inserts to up-
grade 36,000 sets of body armor,
but that their delivery twice had
been postponed in the month be-
fore he was writing. There were
131,000 U.S. troops in Iraq at the

time.
In ‘what appears to be a plea to

with the utmost safety,” he said in
May. Earlier this month, he said in
H., that, “When

p officials to spur the
cy to respond more quickly,
Sanchez concluded, “I cannot sus-
tain readiness without Army-
level intervention.”

Sanchez, who since has moved
back to his permanent base in
Germany, did not respond to tele-
phone and e-mail messages seek-
ing comment.

His letter of concern has sur-
faced after repeated statements
by President Bush that he is deter-
mined to ensure that U.S. troops
fighting in Iraq have all that they
need to execute their missions.

“I have pledged, as has the sec-
retary of defense, to give our
troops everything that is neces-
sary to complete their mission

America puts our troops in com-
bat, I believe they deserve the best
training, the best equipment, the
full support of our government.”

A copy of Sanchez’s letter was
given to The Washington Post by
a person familiar with the situa-
tion who was dismayed that
front-line troops had not been ade-
quately supplied. That person

o disagrees with the Bush ad-
ministration’s handling of Iraq,
but said that was not part of the
motivation in providing the docu-
ment.

Lt. Gen. Claude Christianson,
the senior logistics officer on the
Army staff at the Pentagon, said
the readiness problems in Iraq
peaked last fall but largely have
been addressed.

British official details
U.S. request for troop
redeployment in Iraq

BY ED JOHNSON
The Associated Press

LONDON — Britain is consider-
ing a request by the United States
to redeploy a small number of
British troops in Iraq so as to free
up American soldiers for anti-ter-
ror operations, Defense Secre-
tary Geoff Hoon told lawmakers
Monday.

Hoon said British commanders
would send out a reconnaissance
team on Tuesday to asses the re-
quest, and said the chief of de-
fense staff was expected to make
a recommendation “by the mid-
dle of the week.”

In a statement to the House of
Commons, he rejected claims by
opposition lawmakers that any re-
deployment would be a political
gesture designed to bolster Presi-
dent Bush ahead of presidential
elections on Nov. 2.

“I want to make clear that the
request is a military request,”
Hoon told lawmakers. He
stressed that America, contrary
to media reports, had not asked
for British soldiers to be sent to
Baghdad or Fallujah.

“The U.S. request is for a limit-
ed number of U.K. ground forces
to be made available to relieve
US. forces to allow them in turn
to participate in further opera-
tions elsewhere in Iraq to main-
tain the continuing pressure on
terrorists,” Hoon added.

“We are obviously considering
this request,” he said, adding that
issues such as the timing of any
redeployment, the length of the
potential operation, command
and control arrangements and
which regiment to send had yet to
be worked out.

U.S. military command in Iraq
made the request for assistance
Oct. 10, he added, and said it in-
volved “U.K. land forces” operat-
ing outside of the British con-
trolled sector in southern Iraq.

Several have report-

strong First Battalion Black Watch

— to fill in for U.S. troops expected
tolaunch a ma]or offensive against
insurgents in Fallujah.

Britain currently has some
9,000 troops in Iraq, operating in
the relatively peaceful south
around the port city of Basra.

Sending British soldiers fur-
ther north into the U.S.-controlled
sector, where there are more at-
tacks by insurgents, carries a risk
of higher casualties and would be
politically sensitive for Prime
Minister Tony Blair.

Some lawmakers are opposed
to British troops coming under
U.S. command, believing that
may put soldiers under a greater
threat of attack. Many believe
that three decades of Irish Repub-
lican Army violence in Northern
Ireland have given British sol-
diers experience in urban patrol-
ling and helped them develop
both a well-honed instinct for am-
bushes and a sense of restraint.
Critics suggest the U.S. military
lacks such experience and has a
tendency to overreact.

Hoon dismissed such concerns.

“If we agree to this request, the
arrangements will ensure that
UK. forces have a specific task.
They will be responsible for a par-
ticular area. There are no practi-
cal difficulties for U.K. forces op-
erating alongside those from the
U.S.,” he said.

Earlier Monday, opposition Lib-
eral Democrat leader Charles
Kennedy said he could not see
why the U.S. military, which has
some 130,000 troops in Iraq,
might need further support from
British soldiers.

“It is hard to see why that con-
stitutes a crucial contribution in
the American point of view,” he
told British Broadcasting Corp.
radio, and said Britain should be
considering withdrawing from
Traq. “This, far from being an exit
strategy, runs the risk of being an

ed that Britain is considering send-
ing its reserve force — the 650

strategy that drags
Britain further into the mire,” he
added.

Soldiers share school supplies

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Members of the 1st Infanty Division’s Task Force 1-18 Infantry pass out school supplies at an elementary

school in Tikrit, Iraq, on Saturday. The supplies included glue, pens, pencils and more than 720 notebooks
for the children to use. The presents were part of a larger Task Force 1-18 plan to improve schools in their
areas of operation. In cooperation with the Tikrit City Council, Task Force 1-18 has made improvements to

local schools

Tikrit, Kadesia, Wynot and Owja.

Putin: Terrorists want Bush to lose

The Associated Press

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan — Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
said Monday that terrorists are
aiming to derail President Bush’s
chances at re-election through
their attacks in Iraq.

“I consider the activities of ter-
rorists in Iraq are not as much
aimed at coalition forces but
more personally against Presi-
dent Bush,” Putin said at a news
conference.

“International terrorism has as
its goal to prevent the election of
President Bush to a second
term,” he said. “If they achieve
that goal, then that will give inter-
national terrorism a new impulse
and extra power.”

Still, Putin didn’t say which can-
didate he favored in the Nov. 2

U.S. presidential election.

“We unconditionally respect
any choice of the American peo-
ple,” he said. “I don’t want to
spoil  rela-
tions with ei-
ther candi-
date.”

Putin also
noted his con-
tinuing  dis-
agreement
with Bush on
Washing-
ton’s inva-
sion of Iraq,
which Rus-
sia strongly
opposed as a permanent member
of the U.N. Security Council.

“Russia was always against the
military operations in Iraq,” he
said.

Putin

Despite their differences, Bush
and Putin have cooperated close-
ly in the international war on ter-
ror, with Russia assenting to the
deployment of U.S. forces in
former Soviet Central Asia for op-
erations in neighboring Afghani-
stan. In exchange, Washington
has mostly looked the other way
on Moscow’s continuing war in
breakaway Chechnya, which Rus-
sia alleges is being fueled by inter-
national terror groups.

On his last visit to Central Asia
in June, Putin appeared to be
backing Bush’s assertion that
Traq was a threat, saying at a sum-
mit in Kazakhstan that Russia
had notified Washington about in-
telligence that Saddam Hussein’s
regime was preparing attacks in
the United States and its interests
abroad.
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Quest for shoes nets
thousands of pairs

The 68th Chemical Company of
the 1st Cavalry Division would
have been content to collect a few
hundred pairs of shoes for some
Baghdad children. Instead, the
unit received more than 5,000
pairs of flip-flops, sandals and
sneakers from people in the Unit-
ed States.

And the boxes kept coming.

First Lt. Brian Cyr, from Ne-
braska, started the shoe drive
nearly three months ago. With so
many shoes delivered through his
unit, he’s bringing the drive to a

close.

The 68th Chemical Company is
currently serving in the Al Rash-
id district of southern Baghdad.
The unit began the shoe drive
when they saw that many Iragi
children had nothing on their
feet.

Publicity from the event wid-
ened when Catholic News Servic-
es, a national newsletter, picked
up the story. Shoe shipments, as
well as a few monetary donations,
came in from all over the United
States.

The chemical company distrib-
uted 1,000 pairs of shoes initially
in one sitting. As more boxes start-
ed coming in, the company would
take the shoes out on patrol and
hand them out to groups of kids
and their mothers.

Out of pogs

You know those pog things that
the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service gives instead of
change in the Middle East?
Troops often grumble about
them, but even these cardboard

discs  occasionally  become
scarce.
Recently the International

Zone’s exchange not only ran out
of metal money, it also ran out of
pogs. A sign on the register plead-
ed for troops to trade them in for
greenbacks.

Oscar the friendly ghost

Speaking of exchanges, an
Iraqi translator was observed pe-
rusing row after row of American
DVDs inside one of the military
stores. He took no notice of Acade-
my Award winners “Mystic
River,” “The Godfather” or any
other fawned-over flicks that
graced the rack.

But at the sight of Eddie Mur-
phy on the cover of “The Haunted
Mansion,” he stopped. His face
was that of a serious critic, but his
eyes showed genuine joy.

is,” he said, “is a heauuful
film.”

Re-enlist connection

Chief Warrant Officer Charles
McNorton performed his first
re-enlistment since his promotion
to a commissioned officer — for a
very familiar soldier.

McNorton, with the 1st Cavalry
Division’s 15th Personnel Servic-
es Battalion now deployed to
Iragq, re-enlisted his wife, Sgt. 1st
Class Melissa McNorton, a career
counselor with 1st Cavalry Head-
quarters at Fort Hood, Texas, by
video conference last month.

“It was a very special thing,”
said Charles McNorton in a press
statement. “I really appreciate
the retention folks putting this to-
gether.”

The re-enlistment requires that
the enlisting soldier, a commis-
sioned and noncommissioned of-
ficer and the U.S. flag be present.

The video conference ceremo-
ny was made possible by Sgt.
Maj. Merle Henry, the 1st Cav Di-
vision’s command career counse-
lor based in Baghdad. Melissa Mc-
Norton works on_his re-enlist-
ment team at Fort Hood.

e division re-enlisted about
1,100 soldiers in Baghdad and tri-
pled its stabilization numbers —
‘when soldiers don’t ask for a new
duty station — over last year, the
division reported.

E-mail Juliana Gittl
ST Bpotipes osa il
E-mail Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Dutch marine acquitted
in fatal shooting of Iraqi

The Associated Press

ARNHEM, Netherlands — A
Dutch court acquitted a marine
Monday of criminal negligence in
the fatal shooting of an Iragi civil-
ian last year.

Sgt. Maj. Eric Overvoorde had
fired what he said were warning
shots at a group of Iraqis gath-
ered near a cargo container he
and his men were guarding. One
of the shots struck and killed
32-year-old Iragi  Abdullah
Moushar Aadhafa, possibly after
ricocheting off the ground.

Overvoorde, 43, was the first
Dutch troop to face a court-mar-
tial since the Netherlands sent
around 1,400 troops to southern
Iraq in August 2003.

Prosecutors had charged Over-
voorde used excessive violence,
and asked for 240 hours of com-
munity service with a six-month
suspended sentence.

The verdict was applauded in
the courtroom, and Dutch nation-
al news service NOS reported
that Defense Minister Henk
Kamp called Overvoorde person-
ally to congratulate him.

Prosecution spokeswoman Mar-
riet de Weert said the decision
came as a surprise.

“We'll study the verdict and
consider whether we’ll appeal,”
she said.

Overvoorde’s lawyer Geert Jan
Knoops said Monday the decision
‘was a “confirmation” Overvoorde
had acted correctly.
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Holiday mail deadlines set

Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Postal Service has released the 2004 holi-
day recommended mailing dates for those wanting
to send packages to or from the United States or forc-
es in the Middle East.

Different dates have been set for the various mail-
ing options and mail destined for military members
with deployed units, which have APO addresses
starting with 093.

There is a 70-pound limit for incoming or outgo-
ing APO/FPO mail.

W For mail going to APO and FPO addresses:

Packages sent parcel post, the

Priority mail, first-class cards and letters — Dec.
11; for APO addresses beginning with 093 — Dec. 6.

Express mail — Dec. 20. Local post offices can de-
termine which APO/FPO addresses can receive ex-
press mail, but Navy ships do not have express mail
services.

B For mail from APO and FPO addresses:

Space-available — Nov. 20.

Parcel airlift — Dec. 4.

Priority mail, first-class cards and letters — Dec.
11.

Express mail — Dec. 18. Only certain base post of-
fices can send express mail.
The USPS also recommends that all mail carry

deadline to send is

the full name, with or without
rank, mllltary organization or unit, and full APO or

Space-available mml Nov. 27; FPO address, but should not indicate the deployed
Parcel airlift — Dec. 4; country’s name in any part of the address.
A kiss goodbye

BRAINERD (MINN.) DISPATCH/AP

Sgt. Mike Stasko of Hayfield, Minn., with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 194th

Armor Regiment of the Minnesota N:

al Guard, kisses his 8-day-old daughter, Aine, after a deployment

ceremony Saturday in the Brainerd High School gymnasium in Brainerd, Minn. Several guardsmen from the

unit deployed to Iraq.

Three 2nd ID GIs die in Ramadi offensive

BY JOSEPH G 0
Stars and Stripes

YONGSAN GARRISON, South Korea — Three
more 2nd Infantry Division soldiers have been killed
in Iraq amid a new offensive against insurgents in Ra-
madi, the Pentagon confirmed Monday.

The soldiers were killed Oct. 14 when an impro-
vised explosive device was detonated near their con-
voy in Ramadi, the Department of Defense said.
Their deaths bring to at least 14 the number of 2nd ID
casualties since the 2nd Brigade Combat Team
reached Iraq 10 weeks ag

The Army identified the soldiers as Staff Sgt. Omer
T. Hawkins IT and Pfc. Mark A. Barbret, both of the
44th Engineer Battalion; and Spe. Bradley S. Beard of
the 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment.

No other information on the incident was available
from the Pentagon. But according to news reports,
U.S. forces — including the 2nd Brigade and the Ma-
rine units that are in charge of the area of operations
— have fought pitched battles since last week with in-
surgents in and around Ramadi, the capital city of the
restive Al Anbar province.

Marine Corps officials have said the raids are
aimed at insurgents working in concert with fighters
from nearby Fallujah, media reports said.

Officials from the 1st Marine Division, which has
operational control of the area in which the 2nd Bri-
gade is serving, believe insurgent fighters have been
moving freely between Ramadi and Fallujah to coor-
dinate attacks on U.S. forces. In addition to the Rama-
di offensive, U.S. aircraft have spent the past week

airstrikes on suspected targets in Fallu-

jah.

According to the Associated Press, U.S. forces
‘moved into Ramadi beginning Oct. 13, occupying stra-
tegic posts, sealing roads and searching b

The three 2nd Infantry Division soldiers were
killed the next day, the Pentagon said.

According to the Detroit News, Barbret was a
22-year-old father of a 3-year-old boy. Barbret was
riding in a Humvee when his convoy was struck by
the IED, family and friends in his hometown of Shel-
by Township told the paper.

“I told him Daddy is in heaven with Jesus and the
angels,” Nicole Hale, the mother of Barbret's son,
told the paper. “He Kknows who his daddy is but he
doesn’t understand what happened yet. We're going
to make sure there are plenty of tapes and photo-
graphs around for him, so that there are lots of memo-

es.

Hawkins, 31, was from Cherry Fork, Ohio, and also

ass\gned to the 44th Es

, 22, of Chapel H111 N C was with 2nd Battal-
ion, Tth Field Artillery Régiment. Information from
their hometowns was not available Monday.

Both the 44th Engineers and 2-17 Field Artillery
have now suffered four casualties in Iraq, all of them
listed as combat deaths.

Twelve of the 14 2nd Infantry Division soldiers
killed so far in Iraq have died from combat wounds,
according to the Pentagon.

Second Infantry Division officials have said they
will hold a group memorial in South Korea for all of
the fallen soldiers sometime in the coming weeks.
E-mail Joseph Giordono at: giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Clearing Iraq roads risky job for wreckers

DALLAS MORNING NEWS/KRT

In September, John Bullington unloads a U.S. ary Humvee from his
tow truck after recovering it after it was hit by an explosive in Baghdad.

Today... | built a hame for a Rwandan

BY GRETEL C. KOVACH
The Dallas Morning News

BAGHDAD — The call comes
around 9 p.m., just after dinner. A
military police unit was blasted
by a roadside bomb on patrol in
Baghdad. American soldiers are
standing on a blockaded street in
the dark, waiting for a wrecker to
retrieve their battered Humvee.

Mark Compton, a redheaded,
wisecracking 37-year-old from
rural Kentucky, is riding foreman
tonight in a small convoy of
trucks dispatched to snatch the
disabled vehicle.

He grabs his bulletproof vest,
helmet and two radios and climbs
three steps into the passenger
seat of a S50-ton truck. With an
armed military escort in the lead,
they roll off the base, headlights
dark and windows down, listen-
ing for gunfire.

Each day in Iraq, insurgents im-
mobilize military vehicles and ci-
vilian supply trucks with bombs
left on roadsides or driven in cars
by suicide attackers. They lob
rocks, pipes and grenades from
highway overpasses and fire rock-
ets at passing convoys.

KBR, formerly Kellogg, Brown
& Root, the Houston-based Halli-
burton subsidiary contracted to
feed and house U.S. troops in
Irag, also runs this war zone
wrecking service. It has retrieved
more than 1,000 vehicles, with
the Baghdad team picking up as
many as 11 a night.

For the first time, KBR allowed
a reporter to accompany the re-
covery truckers on a recent night
mission.

Armed with good humor under
fire, the wreckers keep traffic
flowing on Iraq’s main supply
routes, recover salvageable equip-

Today, you can rebuild someone's life

without leaving your d

family. I helped carry water for Sudanese
refugeesin Chad. | provided a loan for 3
homeless wamen's shelter in Afghanistan.

Thanks to my gift to Global Impact
thraugh my workplace giving
campaign, | did all this

without leaving my desk.
So,across the glabe,

I make a difference.

You can tao.

k.

Please support these or other Global Impact member charities listed in your warkplace giving brochure:
Global Impact (0300)* + Lutheran World Relief (0335)" » Save the Children (0326)*
U.S. Fund for UNICEF (0329)" = World Relief Corporation (0331)* = World Vision (0370)"

* Charityade for Combined Federa! Computge

GL&BAL
IMPACT

800-638-8079 » www.charity.org

ment and prevent insurgents
from planting bombs in vehicles
left too long on the roadside.

Each time they drive off the mil-
itary base, the insurgents know
they are coming.

Compton mans the radio, while
his driver, a Persian Gulf War vet-
eran, keeps a calm foot on the
pedal. The soldiers in the lead
scan the overpasses with search-
lights.

KBR, which runs more than
700 trucks a day in Iraq and Ku-
wait, has hauled more than 273
million gallons of fuel and almost
50 million pounds of mail.

The unit is under investigation
on accusations of overbilling the
U.S. Army for meals and gasoline
in Irag. KBR’s no-bid contract to
rehabilitate the Iraqi oil industry
has been another focal point of
criticism.

The recovery truck crews have
suffered nothing more than
bumps and bruises. But KBR and
its subcontractors have had 46
deaths to date.

At last, they spot the green
glow sticks on the road where
U.S. soldiers and Iragi police are
securing the wreck.

‘Compton hops out of the truck
and directs the driver of a 40-foot
Landoll flatbed up to the Hum-
vee, whose extra-armored steel
doors are pocked with ball bear-
ings and shrapnel. The tires are
shredded, and the thick side win-
dows shattered.

The Humvee’s driver, Spc.
Sam Stahlhut, 20, of Fort Wayne,
Ind., limps around the wreck,
amazed everyone on the 21st Mili-
tary Police Company patrol
walked away from the attack.

The Iragi police wave and
drive off. Within minutes the
Humvee is loaded and the KBR
recovery convoy heads out again
into the Baghdad night, taking a
different route home.

Back at the camp, the recovery
truckers crack jokes while they
wait for another call.

“Dude, can we paint the wreck-
er pink?” asks John Bullington,
28, of New Orleans, a former ad-
vertising manager.

They are a colorful group,
many of them tattooed chain
smokers, with call signs such as
007, Smoke, Big Daddy Rabbit
and Mohawk. They drive trucks
with names such as Bulldog and
American Bad Ass.

“We're one big happy dysfunc-
tional family,” Bullington said.

Some tell their wives they are
working in Kuwait so they will
not worry. But above all, these
combat truckers came to Iraq
hoping to make good money for
their families back home.

“We're all here for the money.
T’'m not on some kind of glory mis-
sion,” said Compton, who talks to
his two children in Garfield, Ky.,
several times a day.

As dawn illuminates the ghost-
ly hulks of the wrecks they have
retrieved in the last few weeks, it
is a reminder of the long road
ahead before Compton makes it
home alive.
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Dead soldier’s mom expresses rage, grief

N.J. woman says she’s no activist, just exercising her right of free speech

BY JOHN P. MCALPIN

The Associated Press

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP, N.J.— When
President Bush and the first lady come
looking for votes in New Jersey, Sue Nied-
erer vows to be nowhere near them. She
doesn’t want to risk finding herself in hand-
cuffs again.

Last month, police escorted Niederer
from a rally after she demanded to know
why her son, Army 1st Lt. Seth Dvorin, was
killed in Iraq. Dvorin died in February
while trying to disarm a bomb.

Video footage of Niederer holding a sign
with the words “President Bush You Killed
My Son” was splashed across television
screens for days. Prosecutors later
dropped trespass charges against her.

But while President Bush and his wife
were scheduled to be an hour’s drive away
on Monday, Niederer has no plans to join
any of her fellow war protesters outside
the campaign rally.

“I'm not going near any of the Bushies,”
said Niederer, a substitute school teacher.
“I'm not going to subject myself to any of it
My point was made.”

Instead, Niederer will be where she was
the day she learned her son died.

“T'll be in a classroom. Speaking to the
kids is more important,” she said.

Niederer, 55, won't be teaching Monday.
Instead, she’ll be an anti-war lecturer, a
mission she began two weeks after he son
died when another mother asked if she
would join a protest outside Princeton Uni-
versity.

That protest in February was Niederer’s
first brush with confrontational politics.
But, Niederer insists she is no radical activ-
ist, no plotter against America. During the
Vietnam era, Niederer said she avoided
war rallies, and was intent on staying home
and raising her children.

“This is who I am, what you see here,
just a person who loves children and miss-
es her son terribly,” she said.

“Every time somebody else is killed, I
grieve again. Every mother grieves again,”
she said. “This is not a political statement.
‘We hurt. We hurt terribly.”

Army recruiters first talked to Seth Dvor-
in when he was a junior at South Brun-
swick High School. Niederer told her son
t0 go to college.

“He was smart,” she said. He wanted to
go to Syracuse University, but at the time
all the family could afford was Rutgers,
she recalled.

Dvorin eventually joined the Army after
graduating college in 2002. The next year,
he married his college sweetheart, and that
September left for Irag.

But, by the end of 2003, he was disillu-
sioned with the war.

During a two-week leave Niederer
begged him not to go back.

“He said, ‘Mom, I'm a lieutenant. I have
18 men under me. I must rmg my men
home safe. That's my mission, ” Niederer
recalled.

Dvorin died Feb. 3. He was 24.

The next day Niederer watched the
news and saw Bush administration offi-
cials say there were no weapons of mass de-
strucnon in Iraq.

y son dies the day before and you're
telling me the reason we went to war was a
mistake. How do you think a mother
feels?” Niederer asked.

Angry, she voiced her frustration to re-
porters who called asking about her son’s
death. She spoke to friends, neighbors and
family at the funeral where more than 400
people gathered to mourn her son.

She then got a call from another mother
‘who had lost a son in the war. The woman
invited her to join others protesting outside
an appearance by Secretary of State Colin
Powell at Princeton University.

The rally led to more protests. Communi-
ty groups invited her to speak. So did
schools. Niederer joined activists outside
the Republican National Convention in
New York, and traveled to Washington,
D.C., whenever a march was planned.

Her neighbors and co-workers are
proud, she said. She also welcomes those
who dlsagree, like those she met at the
Bush campaign rally and those who call
her house at night to say her son volun-
teered to fight.

“It’s free speech. That’s what I'm doing,”
Niederer said.

Above: Sue Niederer, of
Pennington, N.J., whose
son, Seth Dvorin, a
member of the 101st
Airborne Division, died
in Iraq in February,
marches in a March 20
anti-war protest in New
York. Left: Niederer
poses Friday with
Osner, Dvorin’s cat
outside her Hopewell
Township, N.J., home.
President Bush will be
an hour’s drive away on
Monday, but Niederer
has no plans to join any
of her fellow war
protesters outside the

‘campaign rally.
AP photos

New dean at AF Academy: Scandals have led to improvements

Gen. Dana Born talks Friday in her
office at the United States Air Force
Academy in Colorado. Born says the school
is recovering from the sex scandal when
nearly 150 women came forward to say
they had been assaulted by fellow cadets.

BY ROBERT WELLER
The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — Brig.
Gen. Dana Born, the newly appointed aca-
demic dean of the Air Force Academy, said
the institution has emerged stronger follow-
ing a sexual assault scandal that led to
widespread reforms and a leadership
shake-up.

Nearly 150 women came forward last
year to say they had been assaulted by fel-
low cadets between 1993-2003, with many
alleging that they were punished, ignored
or ostracized by commanders when they
spoke out.

In an interview in her office, Born said,
“We all have to become smarter about how
we see sexual assault and sexual harass-
ment,” adding the scandal “was the light-
ning rod that hit the Air Force Academy.”

Nominated by President Bush in July,
Born is the first woman to be faculty dean.
She succeeds Brig. Gen. David A. Wagie,
who was criticized last year by a congres-
sional panel for failing to recognize the
academy’s growing sexual assault prob-
lem. Cleared by the Pentagon of any wrong-
doing, Wagie retired in August.

Outside investigations concluded the
academy’s culture created the conditions

that contributed to the scandal. That in-
cludes lingering resistance to having fe-
male cadets at all: Last year, a survey of ca-
dets found 22 percent did not believe
women belonged here, more than a quar-
ter of a century after they were first admit-
ted.

However, cadets have become more ac-
cepting of women, according to a survey
earlier this year.

Many victims said they were left adrift
by commanders and school staff or penal-
ized for coming forward. Others said their
grades dropped dramatically.

In a statement Born sent to faculty mem-
bers, she told them to watch for signs of
trouble — everything from “pronounced
changes” in academic performance and
conduct to a failure to perform assign-
ments.

“The experiences that I have had and
the academic training that I have had will
be fruitful,” said Born, who was previously
a professor and head of the Behavioral Sci-
ences and Leadership Department at the
academy. She also is a 1983 graduate of the
academy.

“You are changing the heart. You are
changing the moral basis,” said Born, add-
ing that the target is not just students but

staff and teachers. “It is focusing on every-
body getting better.”

Lt. Gen. John Rosa, the academy superin-
tendent brought in at the height of the scan-
dal, is pushing the staff to make sure gen-
der discrimination and harassment issues
are part of virtually every class.

Cadets have had lectures about the need
for treating each other with respect, and de-
tailed explanations of what constitutes sex-
ual assault. Every cadet takes annual class-
es in ethics and leadership.

Born, a marathon runner who was re-
cruited to the academy as a track and cross
country athlete, believes that just as the
Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks led to re-
newed patriotism and increased vigilance
in the country, the sex assault scandal fos-
tered a better environment at the acade-

my.

“Truth rises to the top, and good things
can come out of bad situations,” said Born,
who is married to a retired Marine Corps
lieutenant colonel and is the mother of two
daughlers

Born compares the struggle here to one
of her 26.2-mile-long races.

“You might be tired after two miles, but
if you want to get where you are targeting”
you have to keep going, Born said.

“We’ve got to keep running in that direc-
tion.”



Tuesday, October 19, 2004

IN THE STATES

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 9

Fla. voters begin casting
early ballots for election

BY JILL BARTON
The Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. —
With memories of 2000 and the
state’s bitter fight over ballots
still fresh, Floridians began cast-
ing votes Monday and within an
hour problems cropped up.

In Palm Beach County, the cen-
ter of the madness during the re-
count four years ago, a Democrat-
ic state legislator said she wasn't
given a complete absentee ballot
when she asked to opt for paper
instead of the electronic
touch-screen machines. Several
voting sites in Broward County
had problems with laptops con-
nected to elections headquarters.
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And a brief computer system
crash in Orange County paralyz-
ing voting in Orlando and its im-
mediate suburbs.

A steady flow turned out Mon-
day morning at more than a
dozen sites in Palm Beach Coun-
ty. Patrick Flanagan, who went to
the county’s election headquar-
ters to cast his ballot, said he
voted early because he wanted to
avoid the long lines expected on
Election Day. He said he’s voted
on the touch-screen machines
once before, and both times have
gone “very smoothly.”

“I'm a computer-phobe, and it
seemed easy enough to me,” said
Flanagan, who added that he had
no concerns about his vote being
counted.

Steve Perez, 44, said he went
early to cast a “protest vote” for
Ralph Nader.

“What's important is that you
vote. I didn’t want to get in all the
hoopla with all the turnout in
Election Day,” said Perez, a sub-
stitute teacher.

While backers touted early vot-
ing for people like Flanagan as a
way to avoid long lines on Nov. 2,
some have criticized the concept,
saying it increases opportunities
for fraud without significantly
boosting participation.

‘Some groups urged Florida vot-
ers to ask for paper absentee bal-
lots because of concerns over the
state’s new touch-screen voting
machines and any potential re-
counts. Voters Monday morning
could choose either method.

State Rep. Shelley Vana said
the paper absentee ballot she was
given at a Palm Beach County
site was missing one of its two

Visit one of our banking centers for more information.

cCommunityBank

Cpansd by Bankof America

pages, including the proposed
amendments to the state constitu-
tion. She said election workers
were indifferent when she point-
ed out the oversight.

“There was absolutely no con-
cern on the part of the folks at the
Supervisor of Elections Office
that this page was missing. This
is not a good start. If there are in-
complete ballots out there, I can’t
imagine 1 would be the only one
getting it,” she said.

County elections  supervisor
Theresa LePore did not immedi-
ately return a call seeking com-
ment.

Early voting also gets under
way Monday in Texas, Colorado
and Arkansas. Other key states
this year have already begun
in-person voting, including Iowa,
Nevada, Ohio and New Mexico.
Balloting by mail is under way in
Oregon, the only state in the na-
tion that has done away with poll-
ing booths altogether.

Early voting and touch-screen
equipment were introduced in
Florida after the 2000 election, in
which this crucial state decided
the result by only 537 votes and in-
troduced topics such as butterfly
ballots and hanging chads to the
national debate. The early voting
continues at a limited number of
sites in each county until Election
Day, when regular polling places

ill be open.

In Miami-Dade County, about
150 people gathered Monday
morning for a rally led by the
Rev. Al Sharpton and former U.S.
Attorney General Janet Reno.
Some people carried homemade
signs that said “Early Voting
Counts” and “Every Vote Mat-
ters.”

.

On the
issues .
-

Can the U.S. government achieve
a balanced budget this decade?

President Bush

“My administration
inherited a recession
and that was followed
by the shock of the
Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks, which produced budget
deficits. During my administra-
tion, we have reduced the rate
of growth for non-security
discretionary spending from the

Sen. John Kerry

“We've suffered
record deficits under
George Bush as the
size of government
has exploded, and
that's why | stand by a sensible
plan that will cut the deficit in
half in my first term, while
investing in economic growth

15 percent growth rate in the
last budget year of the previous
administration to less than 1
percent in my 2005 budget. My
2005 budget contains detailed
plans for pro-growth economic
policies and spending restraint
that will cut the deficit in half in
five years.”

and investing in workers. To
restore fiscal discipline | will
repeal Bush'’s tax cuts for the
wealthy, cut excesses in
government and implement the
McCain-Kerry Commission on
corporate welfare to cut special
tax loopholes and pork barrel
spending projects.” e

Kerry tours Fla. as
Bush speaks in N.J.

BY MARY DALRYMPLE
The Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.
— Florida voters started casting
early ballots for U.S. president
on Monday, and Democratic
candidate John Kerry was to
spend all day asking for their
support in this crucial state that
decided the last election.

President Bush was to gwe a
speech about security in New
Jersey, arguing that his battle
plan for fighting terrorists is bet-
ter than his rival’s.

Polls show the two candidates
running neck-and-neck in Flori-
da as well as across the nation,
although some recent national
polls give Bush a slight edge.

Campaigning in West Palm
Beach, Kerry criticized the pres-
ident's conduct in Iraq and
urged voters to take advantage
of laws that allow Florida resi-
dents to cast their ballots before
Election Day.

Early voting was introduced
in Florida after the drawn-out
recount in the 2000 election, in
which Bush defeated Al Gore
by a mere 537 votes across the
state.

Kerry referred to a report in
The Washington Post that the
U.S. commander in Iraq, Army
Lt. Gen. Ricardo S. Sanchez,
said last winter that his supply
situation was so poor that it
threatened the troops’ ability to
fight, and said Bush was guilty
of “arrogant boasting” about

“Desplte the president’s arro-
gant boasting that he’s done ev-
erything right in Iraq and that
he’s made no mistakes, the
truth is beginning to catch up
with him,” Kerry said. “The
president’s tough talk about al-
ways supporting the troops is
nothing more than empty rheto-

C.
The Bush-Cheney campaign

struck back, saying Kerry voted
against money for Iraq and Af-
ghanistan,

“John Kerry has demonstrat-
ed his ability to say anything at
anytime to anyone if it benefits
him politically,” said spokes-
man Steve Schmidt.

Florida, which gave Bush the
victory in the controversial
2000 election by a razor-thin
margin, remains a battleground
this year, and Bush planned a
campaign trip to the state later
Monday as well.

Whichever candidate gets
more votes in Florida captures
all 27 of its electoral votes. A
total of 270 electoral votes is
needed to win the presidency.

The two campaigns traded ac-
cusations of using scare tactics
to win support.

Bush, flying from Washing-
ton to New dJersey, accused
Kerry of alarming voters by sug-
gesting that the president would
Jjeopardize Social Security for
older Americans and bring
back the military draft for
'young people.

Bush said the United States
will remain “on alert” about the
possibility of a terrorist strike
on U.S. soil before the election,
but said, “we have no specific
threat information on that. =
erwise, we would have let peo-
ple know.”

Campaigning in Fort Myers,
Fla, Kerry’s running mate,
John Edwards, accused Bush of
using scare tactics and exploit-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks for per-
sonal political gain.

“George Bush is playing on
people’s deepest fears,” Ed-
wards said. “He’s exploiting a
national tragedy for personal

ain.”

Before heading to New Jer-
sey, Bush signed a bill giving the
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity about $33 billion for the bud-
get year that began Oct. 1.
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High court orders Texas redistricting review

BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court handed Democrats
a victory Monday, ordering a
lower court to reconsider a Texas
redistricting plan that could give
Republicans six more seats and a
firmer hold on their majority in
the House.

The decision won'’t affect next
month’s elections, though any
GOP gains on Nov. 2 could be
wiped out later if the plan ulti-

every 10 years to reflect popula-
n’on shifts found during the cen-

sus

FlVe appeals over the Texas
boundary-drawing pose an inter-
esting question: Can political lead-
ers of a Legislature force district
drawing more frequently than
once a decade, to make more
seats winnable for members of
their party? The case has been ex-
ceedmgly contentious. Democrat-
ic legislators twice staged walk-
outs from the Texas Legislature
to protest_district-drawing that
benefited

mately is deemed
al.

States must redraw boundaries

And House Majority Leader
Tom DeLay, R-Texas, was admon-

ished recently by the House eth-
ics committee for getting too in-
volved.

In a brief order, justices threw
out a victory for Texas Republi-
can legislators, and ordered a
three-judge federal panel in
Texas to reconsider the issue.

The Supreme Court has been di-
vided on how much politics
should be allowed in redistrict-
ing. In a 5-4 ruling last sprmg, Jjus-
tices left a narrow opening for
challenges claiming party politics
overly influenced election maps.

The court said Monday that the
Texas map should be viewed
again, in light of that decision.

Also Monday, the Supreme
Court declined to reinstate a law-
suit filed by a former Georgia rep-
resentative who claimed her loss
in the 2002 Democratic primary
resulted from wide-scale Republi-
can crossover voting.

The court let stand a 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals ruling
that threw out Democrat Cynthia
McKinney’s lawsuit, citing a lack
of sufficient evidence. The ruling
said the Democratic Party is free
to hold an open primary.

Also Monday, the court refused
to consider whether former Ar-
kansas Gov. Jim Guy Tucker was
wrongly barred from raising new

arguments in challenging his
1998 conviction for tax conspira-

cy.

Tucker pleaded guilty to the
charge, but now wants to have his
conviction overturned based on
new information.

The Supreme Court also de-
clined Monday to resurrect a law-
suit by three California women
who say Planned Parenthood
withholds information linking
abortions to breast cancer.

The court, without comment,
let stand a decision by the Califor-
nia Supreme Court dismissing
the suit and ordering the women
to pay more than $77,000 in attor-
neys’ fees.

BY ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

HARLAN, Ky. — Out-of-state
license plates tell the story of
eastern Kentucky’s rising popu-
larity among off-roaders.

Pickup trucks bearing tags
from as far away as Florida and
Ohio roll through town, some
pulling trailers laden with
all-terrain vehicles, others carry-
ing brawny rock-crawling ma-
chines, on their way to some of
Kentucky’s harshest terrain.

They’re pouring into a region
where coal mining has turned
mountaintops into off-roader
paradise.

“They love it here,” said Pre-
ston McLain, a member of the
group Harlan County Ridge
Runners who guides visitors on
rides along the Kentucky-Virgin-
ia line. “We’ve got views from
these mountaintops that you
don’t find anywhere else.”

Thousands of miles of rocky,
rutted mountain roads have
made eastern Kentucky a prima-
ry destination for a growing
number of people who ride

all-terrain  vehicles or plod
cross-country in
four-wheel-drive trucks and

SUVs with tires that look like
they came off a farm tractor.

Jason Miller and passenger John Nachtigal drive across rocks on an abandoned eastern Kentucky surface
coal mine near Harlan, Ky., in early October. Mike Shelto
of Kentucky Mountain Crawlers, an off-road group based in Harlan County.

Ky. cashes in on off-roading
01d coal mines are big draw for all-terrain tourists

Andy Jones, director of strate-
gic development in Harlan Coun-
ty, wants to capitalize on the phe-
nomenon to rejuvenate a local
economy as rocky as any of the
backwoods trails.

While some other communities
have frowned on off-roaders, Har-
lan County welcomes them. Jones
said people in Harlan want to
draw more riders to spend money
in hotels, restaurants and shops.

“People are serious about it,”
he said. “I see tremendous poten-
tial. This is part of the strategy we
have to improve the economy of
our county.”

Harlan County leaders have
leased 7,000 acres of abandoned
coal mine land, complete with an
assortment of rugged trials and
roads, and are working on adding
about 30,000 additional acres.

That land is open to the mon-
strous off-road vehicles, ATVs,
even dirt bikes, and has already
begun to pay off, said Ronnie
Shoope, a member of the group
Kentucky Mountain Crawlers.

Shoope said liability issues can
be a problem for off-roaders on
private land. Harlan County
solved the problem by leasing the
land and accepting the liability.
The county leaders hope to be
able to apply revenues from
coal-severance taxes to the cost of

videotaping the drive. All three are members

13

insurance.

“This probably is the single
best tourism plan,” Shoope said.

“It's not only going to give
local people something to do,
but it will create a market for
people to come from out of
town.”

Some of the eastern Kentucky
back roads, originally built for
coal trucks, wind through the
mountains for 100 miles or
more, linked through a network
of abandoned surface mines.

Kentucky Tourism Commis-
sioner Randy Fiveash said he
wants to promote all aspects of
outdoor recreation, including
motor sports, while at the same
time protecting the environ-
ment.

Jones believes that the aban-
doned coal mines that have left
many of eastern Kentucky’s
mountaintops treeless could
hold the key to turn the region
into a center for off-road recre-
ation. People want to see views
from atop the Appalachians, he
said.

Jones said off-road activities
will be simply one part of Har-
lan County’s tourism package.
He said people already are flood-
ing in to see the elk, black bear,
deer and turkey that have be-
come so plentiful.

GI’s daughter delivered
after 4-car crash in Il
Vehicle split in two after sideswiped

The Associated Press

MARINE, Tll. — Her name is
America, and her birth was close
to miraculous.

America Lynn Rae Bartlett was
born Saturday at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital in St. Louis, only a short
time after her parents’ car was

ripped in two in a terrifying crash
on Interstate 70 in Illinois’ Madi-
son County.

The infant’s

father, Alan Bar-
tlett, 21, is a sol-
dier who recent-
ly served in
Iraq. He almost
didn’t survive
his trip from
Fort  Leonard

&k guess God is

really looking o
over my brother

and our family. 9y

Alan and Kelley Bartlett’s east-
bound Pontiac Sunbird as the
truck was changing lanes. Alan
Bartlett lost control of his car,
and it went across the median be-
fore being struck by a westbound
vehicle driven by Connie Ham-
mond, 42, of Highland, I11.

The impact tore the Sunbird in
half, with part of the car landing
off the road and the other part fly-
ing through the air and striking a
‘westbound Ven-
ice police car
driven by Offic-

‘imothy

Alan Bartlett
was treated at
Anderson Hos-

pital and re-

Wood, Mo., to

his home in the Leigh Bartlett feased, and
Alan Bartlett's sister Kelley Bartlett

\hoge of was in good con-

Munnsville, in
Madison County, N.Y.

Alan Bartlett was at the wheel
when his small car was involved
in a four-vehicle crash near Ma-
rine shortly after 3:30 p.m. Satur-
day. His wife, Kelley, 19, who was
eight months pregnant, was his
passenger.

Alan Bartlett’s mother, Sheila
Bartlett, was driving another vehi-
cle ahead of her son. With her
was a daughter, Jessica Bartlett,
and the two children of Alan and
Kelley Bartlett, a boy, 1, and a
girl who will be 2 in December.

According to the Illinois State
Police, an eastbound tractor-trail-
er driven by Dennis Lucas, 36, of
Montezuma, Ind., sideswiped

dition Sunday
at Barnes-Jewish, where doctors
performed an emergency Caesar-
ean section to deliver a prema-
ture but apparently healthy baby
girl,

Hammond was the only person
seriously hurt; she was still in a
hospital on Sunday.

“I guess God is really looking
over my brother and our family,”
Alan Bartlett's sister, Leigh Bar-
tlett, told the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch on Sunday from her home
in Munnsville, 25 miles east of
Syracuse.

State police said the serious-
ness of the injuries was limited be-
cause all of the victims were wear-
ing seat belts.

Arson suspect a killer?

BRENTWOOD, Calif. — Pre-
liminary information suggests
that a man who apparently com-
mitted suicide after setting a fire
in Yosemite National Park had
earlier killed his wife and two
young daughters, police said.

The bodies of Michelle Celebri-
ni, 32, and her daughters,
6-year-old Nina Celebrini and
9-year-old Samantha Foutch,
were found Saturday in their
home in Brentwood, about SO
miles east of San Francisco.

The same day, rangers in a re-

mote area of the national park’s
Hetch Hetchy basin found a body
that they believe is that of an ar-
sonist who ignited a 2,000-acre
blaze in the area.

Brentwood police Sgt. Tom
Hansen said Sunday that investi-
gators suspect the body is that of
Richard Celebrini, who they be-
lieve killed his wife and the girls.

Autopsy results were not re-
leased Sunday, but park spokes-
man Scott Gediman said the sus-
pected arsonist appears to have
died from a self-inflicted gunshot
wound.

From The Associated Press
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Study: Race wealth gap grew after recession

White households have more net worth than blacks, Hispanics

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — The enormous wealth gap
between white families and blacks and Hispan-
ics grew larger after the most recent recession,
aprivate analysis of government data finds.

White households had a median net worth of
greater than $88,000 in 2002, 11 times more
than Hispanics and more than 14 times that of
blacks, the Pew Hispanic Center said in a study
being released Monday.

Blacks were slowest to emerge from the eco-
nomic downturn that started in 2000 and ended
in late 2001, the report found.

Net worth accounts for the values of items
such as a home and car, checking and savings ac-
counts, and stocks, minus debts such as mort-
gage, car loans and credit card bills.

Greater wealth means a greater ability to
‘weather a job loss, emergency home repairs, ill-
ness and other unexpected costs, as well as
being able to save for retirement or a child’s col-
lege tuition.

According to the group’s analysis of Census

Bureau data, nearly one-third of black families
and 26 percent of Hispanic families were in debt
or had no net assets, compared with 11 percent
of white families.

“Wealth is a measure of cumulative advan-
tage or disadvantage,” said Roderick Harrison,
aresearcher at the Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies, a Washington think tank that
focuses on black issues.

“The fact that black and Hispanic wealth is a
fraction of whlle wealth also reflects a history of

iscrimination.”

After accounting for inflation, net worth for
white households increased 17 percent between
1996 and 2002 and rose for Hispanic homes by
14 percent to about $7,900. It decreased for
blacks by 16 percent, to roughly $6,000.

Regardless of race and ethnicity, the median
net worth for all U.S. households was $59,700 in
2002, a 12 percent gain from 1996.

Only white homes recouped all their losses be-
tween 2001 and 2002. Both Hispanics and
blacks lost nearly 27 percent of net worth be-
tween 1999 and 2001; the next year Latinos had
gained almost all back (26 percent) though
blacks were up only about 5 percent.
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World
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Wide gap in net worth among races

Since 1996, the net worth of white households has increased
while that of black households have decreased, according to a
study by the Pew Hispanic Center. White households still have
14 times greater net worth than blacks and Hispanics.

Median net worth of households by race and ethnicity

(in 2003 dollars)
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Irishman dead at 105

NEW YORK — William Geary,
an ex-superintendent with the
Irish Garda Siochana police, who
was fired in 1929 and spent seven
decades trying to clear his name,
died of heart failure Oct. 14 at a
Queens hospital, the Irish Times
reported Monday. He was 105.

Geary left Ireland when he was
dismissed, accused of taking a
$180 bribe from the Irish Republi-
can Army in Kilrush Co Clare, Ire-
land, where he was stationed.

It took up until 1999 that Ire-
land’s former justice minister
John D’onoghue pardoned Geary
and gave him a superintendent’s
pension plus about $75,000 restitu-
tion.

Tour bus accident

MARION, Ill. — A tour bus tak-
ing people home from a charity
event ran off a highway and over-
turned, injuring dozens of passen-
gers, authorities said.

'he bus was en route from Chica-
g0 to Holly Springs, Miss., with 42
people on board when it ran off the
pavement of Interstate 57 and over-
turned late Sunday, said Jamie
Moak, a State Police dispatcher.

Authorities said the bus passen-
gers were residents of Tennessee
and Mississippi who were return-
ing home after participating in a
prostate cancer fund-raiser in Chi-
cago organized by Nation of Islam
leader Louis Farrakhan.

Eleven people were being treat-
ed at Herrin Hospital, nursing su-
pervisor Martha McDonald said.

Butterfly migration

AUSTIN — The annual migra-
tion of monarch butterflies that
crosses Texas en route to Central
Mexico is the smallest in 14
years, experts say

undreds of mllllons of the
large, colorful butterflies migrate
to near Mexico City from the Unit-
ed States and Canada each fall. But
herbicides, changing farming prac-
tices and weather are apparent cul-
prits in reducing the numbers.

The migration funnels through
a_300-mile-wide corridor from
Oklahoma City to Del Rio before
crossing the border.

From The Associated Press
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Tuesday, October 19, 2004

Campaigns nasty, know what I mean?

BY RON FOURNIER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON

irginia car-service driver Cecil

Rust glances at the rearview

mirror and asks his passenger,

“Why is politics so mean now?”

Halfway across the country, Angela War-

ren of St. Louis says she will skip her first

presidential election out of disgust —
“There’s so much hate.”

In Miami, Carol Agrait stirs sweetener
into his Cuban coffee and shares these bit-
ter thoughts: “Man, it’s a mean political
season.”

Indeed, it is.

From the rhetoric of the candidates

To our readers

With the U.S. presidential election
two weeks away, Stars and Stripes will
refrain from publishing letters to the edi-
tor that pertain to the election and specif-
ic candidates in editions that carry publi-
cation dates of Oct. 20 through Nov. 4.

This prevents a situation in which a
letter that i new

at a handful of its offices
around the country.

It can border on the comical. Internet
partisans spread unsubstantiated rumors
that a bulge in the back of Bush’s suit
coat was a transmission device allowing
his aides to feed him answers during the
first debate.

Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano said
both pames deserve blame for the escala-

about a candidate yet contains a factual
error appears before Election Day, Nov.
2, without the error being corrected be-
fore votes are cast in the States. Even
though many Stripes readers are over-
seas and vote by absentee ballot, many
others read Stripes online and will vote
in the States on Nov. 2

and their advertising to the cons
theories and invectives trafficked on the
Internet by untold partisans, the political
process is awash in acrimony. The rea-
sons vary.

It’s a close election in a divided nation
and the stakes are high — war in Iraq
and on terror, just three years after the
deadliest attack on U.S. President
Bush has governed from the right after a
disputed election. The previous presi-
dent, Democrat Bill Clinton, lied about
having sex in the Oval Office with an in-
tern and was impeached for it.

Bush and Clinton galvanized their rival
partisans.

And through all this rose the Internet
— a megaphone for every disgruntled,
disenchanted or disturbed individual
who wants to make a point. The “Silent
Majority” is bellowing.

“Bush is a monster,” read an e-mail
signed DBarrett and sent to news organi-
zations after the first debate. “Kerry is a
craggy-faced puke,” read another. In
1997, the first year of Clinton’s second
term, about 43 million American adults
used the Internet at home or work. More
than 140 million use it now.

It doesn’t stop there:

W Vice President Dick Cheney curses a
lawmaker on the Senate floor. Alan
Keyes calls Cheney’s lesbian daughter a
selfish hedonist.

B Republicans question Sen. John Ker-
ry’s combat medals.

W Democrats denounce Bush’s service
in the Texas Air National Guard.

B Kerry calls Bush’s Republicans “the
most crooked ... lying group I've ever
seen.”

These and other invectives reverberat-
ed in the echo chamber of cable TV’s
24-hour news cycle — another innovation
that has reinvented politics in the last
generation.

Elizabeth Ossoff, an expert in political

Dooneshury

psychology at St. Anselm College in
Manchester, N.H., said America has seen
worse — “If you look at what John
Adams said about Thomas Jefferson, it
was pretty nasty stuff” — but not in a
while. She attributes the spike in hate
partly to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks.

“We had sort of an us-against-them
mentality and that has spilled over into
the way people justify the choices they're
making in politics,” she said.

Put that atop a shaky economy, a con-
troversial war in Iraq and a rapidly
changing culture rife with anxiety — and
you've got a potent political psychosis.

“When anxieties rise, people try to find
a way to make themselves feel better.
And one way to feel better is to try to find
a scapegoat,” Ossoff said.

tion of but part of it is the
sign of the times.

“The big issues are so hard, so compli-
cated. Health care is complicated. Immi-
gration is complicated. Iraq is complicat-
ed,” she said. “It’s easier to get your arms
around whether President Bush is a
dummy who had his lines fed to him. It's
easier to think John Kerry is a fraud be-
cause of what some guys from Vietnam
say.”

“These are easy labels, which are se-
ductive when you’re trying to grapple
with issues that are so large and full of nu-
ance,” the governor said.

Politicians are simply following the
public’s lead. A nanon that coins the
phrase “road rage” and watches reality
TV shouldn’t be surprised when its elect-
ed officials are less than civil.

And when voters are evenly divided, as
they are in this presidential election, the
tough slog for victory can bring out the
worst in candidates and their allies.

“Contempt has become legitimized
and institutionalized in American poli-
tics,” said Stanley A. Renshon, a psycho-
analyst and political scientist at the City
University in New York. “The volume of
it and frequency is all very new.”

Bush is the De
Polls show a significant amount of Ker-
ry’s support comes from Democrats who
are motivated by their hatred of the presi-
dent, not their loyalty to Kerry.

And so it gne:‘

M A television ad by a Democratic in-
terest group compares Bush to Adolf Hit-
ler.

B Former President Bush calls film-
maker Michael Moore a curse word and
“a slimeball.”

B Cheney suggests that electing Kerry
will make the nation more vulnerable to
attacks.

B Kerry mentions Cheney’s openly gay
daughter, Mary, in the final presidential
debate to score a political point on gay
rights.

“This is not a good man,” retorts
Cheney’s wife, Lynne. “What a cheap
and tawdry political trick.”

W College Republicans urge backers to
cause “a general ruckus to disrupt” a
Kerry event in Iowa. The Bush-Cheney
campaign accuses the AFL-CIO of acts of

Ron Fournier has covered politics for The Associat-
ed Press since 1993.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil
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We can limit the price we pay for use of oil

The Providence (R.I) Journal

an the United States Kick the oil
habit? A new study says that it
can.

It may ultimately have little
choice, with Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez saying that oil could fairly soon
cost as much as $100 a barrel.

But high oil prices have a silver lining:
They encourage oil-consumption efficien-
cy. This was a lesson of the Arab oil em-
bargo of the 1970s, which led to increased
fuel-efficiency — which paid off, at least
for a while, in increased economic growth
and reduced dependence on oil imports.
By the mid-1980s, the '70s oil-price surge
had led to a 17 percent decline in oil con-
sumption and a 50 percent drop in im-
ports, while gross domestic product grew
by 27 percent.

Unfortunately, though, it wasn’t a les-
son that we retained.

Imported oil now accounts for about 56
percent of U.S. consumption — up from
about 35 percent in the mid-'80s. Lower-
ing that percentage would greatly im-
prove national security, largely because
much oil comes from such unstable plac-
es as Venezuela, the Mideast and Africa.

It would also improve the resilience of
the U.S. economy, since oil costs affect
the cost of just about everything else. On

top of that, there’s global climate change.

The new study, conducted by the Colo-
rado-based Rocky Mountain Institute
(funded partly by the Defense Depart-
ment), suggests that we respond to high
oil prices by retooling for alternative ener-
gy sources and by more efficiently using
oil. Titled “Winning the Oil Endgame:
American Innovation for Profits, Jobs
and Security,” the study’s report says that
in two decades we can halve our fos-
sil-fuel use, through such alternatives as
biofuels and hydrogen.

The report even asserts that by 2050
the United States can be oil-free, save for
some oil used as fuel to produce hydro-
gen.

That's way down the road, but many of
the positive effects on national security
and the economy would occur much soon-
er.

Amory Lovins, the Rocky Mountain In-
stitute’s director, was an alternative-ener-
gy guru in the oil-embargo days. Now he
promotes carbon fiber for the bodies of
“ultra light” cars, which could get 85
miles a gallon and still be safe. To start
the ball rolling, he proposes a “feebate”: a
subsidy for fuel-efficient cars, raised
from a tax on gasoline guzzlers.

The Pentagon is interested because it is
the world’s biggest oil buyer. A little effi-

ciency goes a long way in the defense bud-
get.

Military planners also think that fuel ef-
ficiency could make the military more ef-
fective, as well as removing oil as a
source of global conflicts. Says Lovins:

“Imagine, too, our moral clarity if other
nations no longer assume everything the
United States does is about oil.”

High oil prices cause hardship. But this
report should help us focus on their relat-
ed opportunities.

Let Afghans’ Election Day bravery end our apathy

BY MAJ. JEFFERY E. MCCLANE
lection Day, Oct. 9. No, not in the
United States but in Afghanistan.
The Afghan Presidential Election
took place this month and I was an
instrumental part in ensuring that it took
place.
1 was activated from the Indiana Army Na-
tional Guard to active service to serve in Af-
ghanistan (yes, we still have military forces
in Afghanistan) to work as an embedded
trainer with the Afghan National Army. Ac-
tually it is a great assignment and a wonder-
ful opportunity for an officer with more than
21 years of military service, such as myself,
to be able to work as a tactical adviser and
‘mentor of another military force some 7,200
miles from my home in Noblesville, Ind.

The United States is just one of numerous
countries that are working with Afghanistan
to help it rebuild. Much like the man who is
stuck at the bottom of a well and cannot get
out by himself, such is a good way to de-
scribe the current condition in Afghanistan.
After a 10-year occupation of the former So-
viet Union and then a 23-year civil war, this
country is devastated. The United States and
many other countries are pulling together to
help rebuild Afghanistan — to raise it up out
of the ashes. That is why the military pres-
ence here is called Task Force Phoenix. I am
just one member of Task Force Phoenix III.
And T recently started my one-year tour
working with the ANA.

In the months leading up to the Afghan
presidential election there were many inci-
dents and threats of incidents waged by the
Anti-Coalition Militia. In fact the election
date was postponed twice due to the amount
of violence and risk to the candidates and
general populace. But thankfully the elec-
tion was not postponed again and did indeed
take place Oct. 9.

The role that I served was working direct-
ly with the ANA and running mounted secu-
rity patrols and executing roving check-
points that assisted in preventing freedom of
movement for the ACM. This greatly re-
duced the effect that these enemy forces
could bring to bear on the brave individuals
working to help facilitate the elections.

Special to Stars and Stripes

Jeffery E. McClane, a major in the Indiana
Army National Guard, is serving as an
adviser and mentor to Afghanistan’s army.

The election was important because it
shows that the people of Afghanistan want a
democratic government that can work to-
ward rebuilding what once was a beautiful
country. It also served to unite the brave peo-
ple of Afghanistan toward one cause: to
elect, by popular vote, one man and his two
running mates to serve as vice presidents to

work toward making Afghanistan a great
country again. This is significant since it is
largely a decentralized country.

The day of the election I was on mounted
patrols with the ANA as we drove the treach-
erous roads from one populated area to an-
other to ensure that the roads were free of
improvised explosive devices — as well as
safe from enemy activity — so that the peo-
ple could make their way to the designated
polling stations to cast their votes.

T have twice referred to the people of Af-
ghanistan as being brave. This is because
they literally risked their lives to travel from
their homes to the polling stations in which
to exercise their newly found privilege of
casting their vote. I heard reports about at-
tacks that took place all across the country
on polling centers by the ACM to prevent
and discourage people from voting and to
frighten voting staffers from carrying out
their duties. But it was all in vain as the Af-
ghanistan people went anyway and voted.
They even had separate voting sites for
women (as it is a much different culture
here and women still, for the most part, are
not allowed to interact freely with men). I
was told by another officer that he saw one
polling station just for women and the

women were coming in droves to vote. What
a great day for Afghanistan!

Election results are not known at this time
since the ballots have to be transported from
all over the country to secret, and highly pro-
tected, ballot counting sites and the process
is completely manual. But to know that I was
an integral part of such a historic day in Af-
ghanistan’s history makes me proud to be
here and a part of the U.S. military.

Now I ask you, how precious is the right to
vote to you? In America we don’t have to
dodge bullets, rocket-propelled grenades or
rocket attacks in order to go to cast our vote.
The people of Afghanistan did and were
happy to have the opportunity to do so. So T
am asking all who read this: Will you ensure
that you make the time to exercise your priv-
ilege to vote or will you blow it off as does
the majority of the American populace?

1 have been ordered to serve my country
for more than a year in an effort to help Af-
ghanistan. I would much rather be home. So
Tam asking you to please don’t take our sac-
rifice in vain and throw away the opportuni-
ty to vote. Doing so only diminishes you, the
men and women of the armed forces, and
our great nation, the United States.

Maj. Jeffery E. McClane is serving in the infantry with
the Indiana Army National Guard in Afghanistan.
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Iran says it will
suspend some
nuke activities

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI
The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran said
Monday it is prepared to suspend
temporarily some nuclear activi-
ties, but it would not forego its
right to enrich uranium.

The big three European powers
reportedly intend to offer Iran
this week a package of economic
incentives in the hope of persuad-
ing the country to abandon urani-
um enrichment, a process used to
produce fuel for nuclear reactors
and weapons.

The move by Britain, France
and Germany is des\gned to head
off a confrontation between Iran
and the UN. nuclear agency,
where the United States has been
arguing that Iran has secret plans
to build atomic weapons.

“From a tactical point of view,
discussion on how long to contin-
ue suspension (of some nuclear

to discuss this either with Europe-
ans or others,” Rowhani said.

e said that said any suspen-
sion of nuclear activities would
have to be for “a short period of
time.” He did not specify what ac-
tivities Iran would suspend.

Last month, the International
Atomic Energy Agency unani-
mously passed a resolution that
demands Iran freeze all work on
uranium enrichment and related
activities, such as uranium repro-
cessing and the building of centri-
fuges used for enrichment.

The U.N. nuclear watchdog is
due to meet Nov. 25 to judge Iran’s
compliance. An  unsatisfactory
judgment could lead to Iran’s file
being referred to the U.N. Security
Council, which has the power to
impose Sanctions on Iran.

Iran has already defied the

Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, right, talks to Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, left, during a
meeting on Sudan’s Darfur region in Tripoli, Libya on Sunday.

Foreign aid for Darfur rejected

African leaders commend Sudan’s effort in humanitarian crisis

BY KHALED AL-DEEB
The Associated Press
TRIPOLI, Libya — Sudan’s
president and four African coun-
terparts_rejected Monday any
foreign intervention in Darfur,

IAEA by to
build centrifuges and by convert-
ing a few tons of raw uranium

is " Iran’s into gas, a stage
top nuclear negotiator, Hasan prior to enrichment.
Rowhani, told state television Iran has branded the IAEA res-

Monday.

“But if the discussion is about

depriving us of our legitimate

right (to manage the cycle of nu-

clear fuel), it’s not negotiable. Our
team is not

olution as illegal, and points to the

fact that the Nuclear Nonprolifera-

tion Treaty entitles it to enrich

uranium.Iran says its nuclear pro-

gram is devoted entirely to the
ion of electricity.

Digital fingerprinting, migrant
camps top European meeting

BY ALESSANDRA RIZZ0

dlandestine voyages across the
rom North Afri-

The iated Press

FLORENCE, Italy — In a bid to
improve security, ministers from
five European countries said Mon-
day they hoped to start digital fin-
gerprinting for passports in 2006,
but they split over a German pro-
posal to put illegal migrants in
transit camps in North Africa.

Interior ministers from Britain,
France, Germany, Spain and
Italy held two days of informal
talks in a 19th-century villa in Flo-
rence to prepare initiatives they
hope will be adopted

ca, it sided with France in coming
down against the German idea.

“For France, it's out of the ques-
tion to accept transit camps or
shelters of any kind,” French Inte-
rior Minister Dominique de Vill-
epin said at a closing news confer-
ence.

Spain’s interior minister, Jose
Antonio Alonso, said such camps
would not give humanitarian
guarantees.

De Villepin said international
organizations and the transit

states should be involved in decid-

throughout the entire 25-member
uropean Union.

But they failed to overcome
their own differences over Ger-
many’s proposal, backed by Italy,
to set up camps in North Africa to
process asylum seekers before
they set out on perilous sea jour-
neys to southern European
shores.

In a statement at the end of the
talks Monday morning, the minis-
ters said they were hoping to in-
troduce the fingerprint measure
for passports issued in their coun-
tries starting in 2006.

The transit camp proposal, how-
ever, had been the focus of the
meeting.

Although Spain, like Italy, is
flooded with immigrants making

ing the policy.

Italy has been concentrating its
efforts lately to keep thousands of
illegal migrants from reaching its
shores by working with Libya, a
major trading partner, whose
shores, officials say, are a launch-
ing point for many of the smug-
gler boat runs.

Opponents of the transit camp
proposal have expressed fears
that bids for asylum might not be
fairly handled.

France and Spain had already
expressed reservations before
the Florence talks.

German Interior Minister Otto
Schily, who first made the transit
camp proposal, said Monday that
the initiative would deal with the
problem “where it is born.”

the bloody humani-
tarian cns:s as an “absolute Afri-
can issue.”

After an overnight summit,
the leaders of Chad, Egypt,
Libya, Nigeria and Sudan is-
sued a statement that seemed to
say they would not accept the
imposition of sanctions or any
other penalties on Sudan by the
U.N. Security Council or West-
ern powers.

Sudan faces the threat of U.N.
sanctions as the U.N. Security
Council investigates allegations
leveled by the United States and
humanitarian groups that the
government and its allied Arab
militia have committed geno-
cide against Darfur’s African
people. An estimated 70,000 peo-
ple have died since conflict

broke out in Sudan’s western re-
gion early last year. Nearly 1.5
million people have fled their
homes, tens of thousands cross-
ing into neighboring Chad. The
government denies genocide has
occurred.

In their statement, the five pres-
idents expressed approval of
what they called Sudan’s “efforts
to improve the humanitarian situ-
ation ... its cooperation with inter-
national parties interested in
human rights.”

But they also said they hoped
“the  Sudanese  government
adopts measures to comply with
the demands of (U.N.) Security
Council’s resolutions 1556 and
1564” — which demand that the
government disarm all militia
and restore law and order in Dar-
fur.

The presidents said they “re-
ject any foreign intervention from
any party in this absolute African
issue.”

The U.N. Security Council has

said it would consider penalties
such as sanctions if the
Sudanese government fails to
comply with its resolutions and
restore peace to Darfur.

The presidents called for the
respect of “Sudan’s sovereignty,
independence, unity and its ter-
ritorial integrity.”

At the outset of the talks in a
Tripoli hotel, the spokesman for
Egyptian ~ President ~ Hosni
Mubarak said the summit
aimed to prove that African lead-
ers can solve their own prob-
lems.

“What is important is to make
Sudan comply with its (interna-
tional) commitments. Threats of
sanctions will not solve the prob-
lem,” said spokesman Magid
Abdul Fatah.

Foreign  Minister
Abdel Rahman Shalgam said:
“We are all concerned to find a
solution which will not only
solve the security and the politi-
cal problem, but also the human-
itarian problem.”

Sharon: Nothing will deter Gaza plan

BY JOSEF FEDERMAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Facing unre-
lenting criticism from Jewish set-
tlers, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon said Monday nothing
would deter him from pushing for-
ward with his plan to pull out of
the Gaza Strip and parts of the
West Bank.

Scattered  fighting in Gaza,
meanwhile, killed at least five Pal-
estinian militants.

Sharon, a longtime patron of
the settlements, spoke a day after
holding a tense meeting with set-
tler leaders that ended with battle
lines drawn between the two
sides.

Sharon has pledged to put his
“disengagement plan” to a parlia-
mentary vote Oct. 25. Despite a
rift in his hard-line Likud Party,
he is expected to prevail with the
backing of dovish opposition par-

ties.
‘Sharon told reporters Monday
he is required to bring his plan to

parliament and he intends to fol-
low through, despite pressure
from the settlers.

“The responsibility of manag-
ing the issues of the country, the
responsibility of the future of the
country, is not the concern of just
one group. It
is the con-

this is how I
plan to be-
have,”  he

Sharon

called their Sunday meeting with
their former ally “disgraceful”
and pressed for a national referen-
dum while pledging to torpedo the
withdrawal.

About 8,200 settlers live in 21

Gaza settlements among 1.3 mil-
lion Palestinians. Sharon decided
the settlers cannot remain in the
hostile, poverty-stricken seaside
territory.

Sharon says his plan will in-
crease Israel’s security after four
years of fighting with the Palestin-
ians and help consolidate control
over large chunks of the West
Bank. The settlers accuse Sharon
of caving in to Palestinian vio-
lence, warning that dismantling
any settlements sets a dangerous
precedent.

The settlers, as well as
hard-line allies within Sharon’s
government, have been pushing
him to hold a referendum on
withdrawal. He has rejected that,
calling it a delaying tactic by his
opponents.

Polls show about two-thirds of
Israelis support the pullout, de-
spite large, well-funded and publi-
cized protests by the settlers and
their backers. Sharon already has
lost two separate votes within his
party on his plan.
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- Stars and Strip

Best convicted

PHILADELPHIA —

A man charged with
shooting at a group of chil-
dren following a snowball
fight was convicted of at-
tempted murder and other
offenses.

Police said Joseph
Best, 34, fired the shots .4
into a crowd in West
Philadelphia in Feb-
ruary 2003 because
he was angry that his daughter had
been struck in the head by a snow-
ball. Ten-year-old Ebony Smith
‘was wounded in the shooting and
spent two months in the hospital.

Jurors convicted Best of attempt-
ed murder, aggravated assault and
weapons offenses. He will be sen-
tenced in December. Best’s fian-
cee, Cynthia Powell, 38, was acquit-
ted of all charges other than weap-
ons offenses.

“We wanted the person who
pulled the trigger, Joseph Best,”
said Carol Smith, Ebony’s mother,
“and we got him.”

Disastrous mistake

CORDELE — There was

no “Day After Tomorrow”
for Charles Alton Adams’ mobile
home, which the south Georgia
‘man told police he set on fire after
watching the disaster movie and
drinking beer.

Adams, 32, walked into the Crisp
County Law Enforcement Center
and told deputies he had burned
down the doublewide home.

He told deputies that after watch-
ing “The Day After Tomorrow,” a
special-effects extravaganza de-
picting deadly natural disasters
caused by global warming, and
drinking nine or 10 beers, he decid-
ed to set fire to pillows on his bed.

When asked why, Crisp County
Sheriff Donnie Haralson said, “T
have asked that question myselF. ...
The whole thing just doesn’t really
make sense.”

Haralson said Adams was been
charged with arson. He remained
jailed as family members attempt-
ed to raise money for his bond.

Firefighter gets the boot

FORT WORTH — A veter-

an firefighter from the
Southlake Department of Public
Safety has been fired for supervis-
ing the hosing down of the South-
lake Carroll band and color guard,
injuring 13 students.

Also, a firefighter was suspend-
ed without pay for 120 days and a
fire captain was given a one-day
suspension without pay for involve-
ment in the Aug. 4 event in the
parking lot of Carroll High School.

Fire Lt. Jeff Powell, a 14-year
veteran, was fired.

internal  investigation
showed the three employees violat-
ed department safety policies. At
times, the students were hit direct-
ly by the water; it was not directed
over their heads, according to
Southlake reports.

The band and color guard were
hosed down as part of a spirit-moti-
vating exercise.

Gun turned in

LOS ANGELES — The

head of the police depart-

ment’s counterterrorism bureau

has turned in the unlicensed hand-

gun that airport screeners found in
his carry-on luggage last month.

“He did it voluntarily,” Sgt.

ROUNDUP

Catherine Plows. a pollce spokes-
woman, said. “He just thought
there was a lot of unnecessary
press about it when there didn’t
need to be.”

The police department had is-
sued John Miller the .38-caliber
Smith & Wesson, but it was never
registered because of a paperwork
glitch, officials said.

Miller, an ABC-TV reporter be-
fore he was hired for the security
job, was off duty and traveling to
New York to tape a farewell mes-
sage for Barbara Walters, the retir-
ing former “20/20” co-host, when
airport officials discovered the
gun.

He also turned in a second, li-
censed handgun and a sport utility
vehicle equipped with a siren and
emergency lights. Both were is-
sued by the police department.

Democrats win in court

CONCORD — Democrats
won a court victory allow-
ing them to further investigate the
illegal jamming of Democratic
phone lines on Election Day 2002.
The party planned, through dep-
ositions, to try to compel state Re-
publican officials to disclose wheth-
er higher-level GOP operatives
were involved in the jamming,
state Democratic Chairwoman
Kathy Sullivan said.
“We want to know the names of

Street chitchat

Lincoln Elementary School
crossing guard Amy Ramirez talks
to sixth-graders, left, Eva
Betancourt, 11, Damaris Morene,
11, and first-grader Joanna
Villagran, 6, before they cross
Center Street in Mesa, Ariz.

everybody involved,”
she
/ “We want to know
where the money came
from.”
¥ The jamming involved
computer-generated calls
to Democratic lines and
one operated by the non-
partisan Manchester fire-
fighters’ union, set up for vot-
ers who needed rides to the
polls. More than 800 hang-up
calls tied up phones for about
1Y hours.

The calls sparked a federal inves-

tigation that led former state GOP
executive director Chuck McGee
to plead guilty in July. He admit-
ted paying $15,600 to a Virginia
telemarketing company that hired
another business to call a handful
of Democratic offices around the
state.

Car safety questioned
BELLEVILLE — A jury in
the first class-action lawsuit

filed over the safety of Ford’s

Crown Victoria police cruisers

ruled that the cars are safe, but a

judge must now decide if the auto-

maker violated state consumer
fraud laws.

Class-action lawsuits are pend-
ing in at least 12 states over the
Crown Victoria Police Interceptor,
a specially built police cruiser that
accounts for lhe ma]onty of police
cars on

Since 1983 at leait 15 officers na-
tionwide have died in fiery crashes
after their Crown Victorias were
rear-ended — including one in
Texas last month. Ford Motor Co.
contends the deaths reflect offic-
ers’ risky work rather than a de-
sign flaw.

Shooting investigation

NEWPORT NEWS — Po-

lice were investigating an in-
cident in which a man in a car was
shot and killed by officers after
one officer was pinned_ between
the man’s car and a parked vehi-

cle.

Police spokesman Lou Thurston
said three officers on bicycles who
had approached the car in the 900
block of 27th Street issued a dis-
tress call.

The man in the car, whose identi-
ty was not available, was shot after
he attempted to run down one offic-
er, Thurston said.

The man was pronounced dead
at the scene with a gunshot wound
to the torso. His body was sent to
the medical examiner’s office in
Norfolk.

Guilty plea in porn case

BRATTLEBORO — A Rock-

ingham man could go to
prison for up to 20 years after he
pleaded gullty to child pornogra-
phy charges in federal court.

Ronald E. Frohock, 52, had been
set to go to trial on the charges be-
fore he accepted a plea agreement.
Under the agreement, Darrow
agreed to dismiss 10 additional in-
dictments against Frohock for the
distribution of child pornography.

“There is absolutely no question
about the ages of the children de-
picted,” prosecutor William Dar-
row said in court documents.

“They were many years under
the age of 18.”

Sentencing is set for January.
U.S. District Court Judge J. Gar-
van Murtha could hand Frohock a
sentence of up to 20 years impris-
onment. Based on several prior
sex offense convictions in New
Hampshire, Frohock will have to
spend a minimum sentence of 10
years incarcerated.

" Donald Lamkin, 63, of Corpus

IShy Sna’pShOt Christi, Texas, sits inside a giant Fiberglas
shark’s head as he urges fairgoers to pay to have their photo made inside
the shark’s jaws during opening night of the 2004 South Texas State Fair
in Beaumont, Texas.

Fraternal twins Max, left, and Harry Evans, 17 months,
fill a nutshell with water from the water fountain at
Triangle Park in Birmingham, Ala.

Park fun
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Sweet rewards

Louisiana State University mass communications major Casey Gi
Orleans, La., concentrates as she places another Oreo cookie on her stack at the

17, from New

Highland Cafeteria on campus in Baton Rouge, La. She successfully stacked 48 of the cookies before it
collapsed on the 49th. Contestants competed for top prize of an Oreo cookie jar.

3 H Aidan Ziegler-Hansen, 9, tries out a Pm Art toy
SClence 18 fllIl offered at the Science Factory store in Eu-
gene, Ore. Hansen is part of the after-school science club at the Science
Factory, which just started selling toys.

Church move

Marble Lutheran Church’s
100-mile journey comes to an end
as the church arrives at the Shores
of St. Andrew Camp in New
London, Minn.

Go, fish

celebrates the end of the salmon canning season on Mitkof Island.

Shark Attack, driven by Tyler Wallace, Iel‘lv races Seafood Chel driven by Daniel
Cardenas, during Petersburg, Alaska’s Humpy 500 go-cart races. The annual go-cart race

Ferry’s future unknown

PORTLAND — The cruise

ferry Scotia Prince makes
its last overnight voyage of the sea-
sonfrom Portland to Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia, but its future after
that is uncertain.

Despite $10 million spent on im-
provements to the ship, ridership
dropped by 23 percent this year, ac-
cording to Scotia Prince Cruises,
which plans to keep the vessel in
Portland over the winter while its
owners decide whether to continue
operations next year.

The 35-year-old ferry operation
faces problems that go beyond the
drop in business.

It could be getting competition
from Bay Ferries Ltd., operator of
The Cat, the high-: apeed ferry
which now runs between Bar Har-
bor and Nova Scotia, and is hoping
to expand to Portland.

Police officer arrested

HONOLULU — A former

Honolulu police officer was
arrested during a drug raid in Kali-
hi.

The 61-year-old man and three
others arrested in the bust face var-
ious drug charges.

Police seized drugs, cash, chemi-
cals to make crystal methamphet-
amine and a firearm from the
home on Kamehameha IV Road.

1In 1992, the then-officer was con-
victed of criminal conspiracy and
sentenced to 10 years in prison for
his involvement in five Hawaii
Kai-area burglaries.

He provided confidential infor-
mation he received in his capacity
as a police officer and passed it on
to another man who burglarized
the homes.

Fire cause undetermined

JACKSON — Federal offi-

cials have completed their
investigation of a fraternity house
fire that killed three students at the
University of Mississippi, includ-
ing one from Virginia, but they
were unable to pinpoint the cause.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives issued a
report saying the cause of the
blaze remains “undetermined.”

The report said the fire that
killed Howard Stone, 19, of Martin-
sville, Va., William Townsend, 19,
of Clarksdale and Jordan Will-
iams, 20, of Atlanta, started early
Aug. 27 in a basement bedroom of
the Alpha Tau Omega house. Twen-
ty-three students and a house moth-
er escaped the fire at the
two-story, brick-and-wood frame
building.

ATF investigators said they
found no evidence of foul play, and
no evidence that electrical appli-
ances near the fire’s origin had
failed.

Project nearly complete
PORTLAND — Maine’s
largest  public  works

project in decades, the $135 mil-

lion widening of the Maine Turn-

pike, is just about finished.

The Maine Turnpike Authority
will mark the occasion by painting
a symbolic “final stripe” and open-
ing the new lane on the last remain-
ing section of the state’s busiest
highway: the six-mile stretch be-
tween Biddeford and Kennebunk.

Some minor landscaping and
painting may continue into Novem-
ber, but the paving and major con-
struction are complete.

The project took five years and
came in on time and $2 million
under budget.

“You want to be joyful the
project is over, but in many ways
you kind of hate to see it go be-
cause it has gone so well,” said
Maine Turnpike Authority spokes-
man Dan Paradee.

Morning fire kills five
OLATHE — A pre-dawn
house fire killed five mem-

bers of a family in northeastern

Kansas.

Olathe Fire Department spokes-
man Mike Hall said the fire broke
out in the early morning. A son
who survived the blaze ran to a
neighbor’s home and called 911,
Hall said.

The victims were identified as
Matthew and Rebecca Orr, both
46, and three of their children —
Benjamin Orr, 18; Jeremiah Orr,
16; and Kyle Orr, 14. A seventh
family member, a college student,
was not home when the fire broke

out.

Firefighters found four people
dead inside the home, and the fifth
victim died later at a hospital, Hall
said. The son who survived suf-
fered non-life-threatening injuries
and was trying to help the victims
when firefighters arrived.

A downtown Wal-Mart?

ST. ALBANS — The Preser-

vation Trust of Vermont is
hoping Wal-Mart Stores Inc. will
move the store it has planned for
the edge of the community to the
city’s downtown.

Preservation Trust Executive Di-
rector Paul Bruhn said he hoped
Wal-Mart officials would remem-
ber his group’s idea if the state or
town denies approval for the store
outside the city in the town of St. Al-
bans.

Wal-Marts built in rural areas,
like the one planned for U.S. 7, can
cause sprawl as other national re-
tailers cluster nearby, conserva-
tion groups say. Building down-
town limits sprawl, leaving green
pastures, cornfields and the like un-
touched.

Wal-Mart has already brushed
off a similar recommendation
made by the Vermont Natural Re-
sources Council.

Shrimp worker shortage

BROWNSVILLE — The fed-

eral government’s cap on
temporary foreign workers is forc-
ing some shrimp boats to remain
idle as shrimpers try to find crews,
fisherman say.

Dolby Linwood’s two boats often
stay docked because he can’t find
qualified workers for the trips
which often take between 30-50
days, a journey few local workers
are willing to make, he said.

“We weren't able to get any
[H2-B visas] for this year,” Lin-
wood said. “You cant find people
here who are dependable. The lo-
cals take a trip and they don’t want
to go back.” Linwood has relied in
Mexican and Nicaraguan fisher-
man.

Chris Bentley, a spokesman for
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services in Washington, said plen-
ty of H2-B visas are available for
2005. Applications became avail-
able Oct. 1. However, visas can
take a minimum of two months to
issue for the regular $185 fee, Bent-
ley said.

Stories and photos from wire services.
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Love trying to settle legal fees dispute

Rocker Courtney Love’s attorneys and a prominent
law firm have agreed to try settling a dispute over legal
fees out of court.

Superior Court Judge Gerald Rosenberg gave Love’s
lawyers and Manatt, Phelps & Phil-
lips, LLP until Feb. S to reach a set-
tlement.

The two sides must report back
on any agreement on Feb. 9, said
Dane Gambill, a courtroom assis-
tant. If no agreement is reached, the
judge could then set a trial date.

Last November, the firm sued
Love, Hole band mate Eric Erland-
son and a company that owns the re-
cording services of the band’s mem-
bers over claims of unpaid lawyer
fees. The firm has represented Love
in contractual matters.

Love, the widow of Nirvana singer Kurt Cobain, was
formerly the lead singer of Hole. She had to delay a con-
cert tour with her new band this year because of various
legal problems.

This month, Love has hosted a weekly radio show on
KDLD/KDLE-FM on which she plays recordings from
her own collection as well as from the station’s archives.
The show runs through the end of October.

Jesse Jackson’s birthday gets political

The Rev. Jesse Jackson celebrated his election-themed
63rd birthday party at a swank hotel, surrounded by Califor-
nia Democratic leaders and celebnty activists.

“Itis, at once, my & 63rd birthday and
it is also friends for a
19- day coumdown m the Nov. 2 elec-
tion,” he said during a press confer-
ence before the party Thursday at the
Beverly Hilton hotel.

Jackson urged people to get out and
work “to stop the schemes of voter
suppression,” referring to allegations
by federal civil rights monitors that
the ballots of black Florida voters in

00 were disproportionately tossed
out due to faulty machinery and ballot 13 v
Jackson

Guests at the party included film-
maker Michael Moore, activist actor Mike Farrell, former
Gov. Gray Davis and U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters.

Judge wants Britney’s explanation

A federal judge has ordered Britney Spears to explain
why she failed to respond to a pre-emptive lawsuit filed by
adiet supplement maker, who claims the pop star’s lawyers
threatened to sue for using her image without permission
in marketing.

The complamt originated in a moment of clumsiness,
when Spears was seen spilling a bof
of dnet supplement Zantrex-3 at Lon-

’s Heathrow airport in October

2003 and scrambling to pick up the
pills.

The fumble was captured by a flock
of paparazzi, and London’s Daily Ex-
press devoted a whole page to the inci-

A ‘trio of Utah companies behind
the supplement capitalized on the acci-
dent by invoking Spears in advertis-
ing, but they claimed Spears’ lawyers
ordered them to stop citing the epi-
sode or they would be sued.

Zoller Laboratories LLC, DG Enterprises and Basic Re-
search LLC are asking a federal judge to declare they have
violated no federal or state law with their marketing practic-

Prince music video creates controversy

The musician Prince is drawing fire for a new video that
portrays an Arab-American girl envisioning herself blow-
ing up an airport.

The video for the song “Cinnamon Girl” shows the girl,
played by 14-year-old Oscar nominee Keisha Castle-Hugh-
es of the movie “Whale Rider,” facing harassment from
schoolmates and witnessing racism in the wake of an attack
that mirrors 9/11.

Steve Silberfarb, president of the Jewish Community Re-
lations Council of Minnesota, said he applauds the anti-ha-
rassment message, but found a dream sequence in which
the girl detonates a bomb at an airport disturbing.

Prince turned down an interview request through his Los
Angeles-based publicist, Ronnie Lippin, who said the enter-
tainer’s goal was to provoke a discussion about the issues
raised in the video. “If people are reactmg with concern, I
think the conversation is starting,” she said.

Stories and photos from wire services

Moviegoers watch a
free showing of
Michael Moore’s
“Fahrenheit 9/11” on
a field in Crawford,
Texas. President
Bush’s supporters
also gathered to
protest the showing
of the movie.

AP photos

Filmmakers brmg
politics to the screen

Editor’s note: Arts and entertainment have long con-
verged with politics. But this year, something different is in
the air — and on movie screens, in bookstores, on the
radio, and everywhere else media is consume

This is the second part of the six-part series.

BY DAVID GERMAIN
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The vote is in: Political matters have be-
come viable candidates on the big screen, with film.

makers and audiences roused by curiosity, patrio-
tism or indignation to explore critical issues of
the times.

Usually relegated to Sunday morning TV
roundtables, current events and political
content have become as commonplace in
theaters as presidential wannabes in
Towa early in an election year.

Michael Moore’s President Bush-bash-
ing “Fahrenheit 9/11” has led the way, but
dozens of other documentaries and a hand-
ful of dramatized films have arisen in the af-
tershocks of the 2000 election mess, the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks and the war on terrorism.

Moviegoers have made mini-hits out of such the-
atrical releases as “Control Room,” an examination of Arab
TV network Al-Jazeera’s coverage of the Iraq war, and “The
Fog of War,” Errol Morris’ Academy Award-winning com-
pendium of Robert S. McNamara'’s insights on modern histo-
ry and combat.

Political such as “1 The

Strip? What did we do in Afghanistan?”

That sense of bewilderment people have been feeling
leaves intelligent people thinking.”

Documentary directors tend to be left-leaning people, so
the rush of political films reflects that liberal bent. But some
films have delved into the conservative side or atlempled to
counter liberal viewpoints, among them “Bush’s Brain,” a
portrait of the president’s chief adviser, Karl Rove; “George
W. Bush: Faith in the White House”; and two documentaries
rebutting Moore’s work, “Michael "Moore Hates America”

and “Fahrenhype 9/11."
To an extent, the surge in polmcal interest has
outh Park”

‘eam America: World Police” parodies
the U.S. war on terror using a cast of pup-
pets. Denzel Washington starred in last
summer’s remake of the assassination
thriller “The Manchurian Candidate,”
which used the Persian Gulf War as the
root for a plot to usurp the White House.
Robert Redford is developing a sequel to
his 1972 political satire “The Candidate.”
As with other forms of independent film-
making, digital technology has helped swell
the ranks of documentary directors.

What used to be a prohibitively expensive endeavor
for cameras, lighting and film stock now can be undertaken
by anyone with an idea and a few thousand dollars for a digi-
tal camera.

Commercial success of Moore’s “Bowling for Columbine”

2000 Presidential Election,” “Uncovered: The War on Irag”
and “Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch’s War on Journalism” have
sold briskly on D'

“The voting pubhc is energized,” Moore said last summer,
after “Fahrenheit 9/11” became the first documentary to top
$100 million at the domestic box office. “They are anxious to
discuss politics, and I think since Sep(ember 11, the Ameri-
can people have wanted to find out more of what's going on
in the world.”

Filmmakers and distributors have rushed in to satisfy that
inquisitiveness.

Other issue-driven ﬁlms newly released on film or DVD in-
clude “Horns and Halos,” chronicling the saga of J.H. Hat-
field’s biography of President Bush “Fortunate Son”; “Going

priver: The Long War of John Kerry” and “Brothers in
Arms,” which explore the Democratic presidential candi-
date’s Vietnam record and his subsequent stand against the
war; “The Yes Men,” following two anti-corporate prank-
sters posing as World Trade Organization representatives;
“The Hunting of the President,” examining efforts by Bill
Clinton’s enemies to discredit his administration; and “The
War Room,” the documentary hit about Clinton’s 1992 cam-

aign.
“I think this is the high-water mark for pulm(,dl filmmak-
ing, but I don’t think it’s the end of the rising tide,” said film-
maker Steve Rosenbaum, who is making “Inside the Bub-
ble,” a behind-the-scenes glimpse of the Kerry campaign.
“Under Clinton, we went through eight years in which
things were kind of OK, the economy was going great, with
the dot-com thing, everybody was going to be a millionaire.
Now, we're on the back end of that. People are waking up,
wondering, ‘Where the hell is Sudan? Where is the Gaza

and other y hits have audience and
distributor interest in nonfiction films in general.

‘Though audiences have embraced political films, the mov-
ies’ potential to influence the elections is uncertain.

Giving away copies of his books and films on Oct. 1, Moore
greets some members of the audience at Metropolitan
Park in Jacksonville, Fla.
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Toru Tsuzuki's
spa added white
dyes to some of
its baths to
simulate the
milky color of
Shirahone’s
natural springs.
“We have
sinned,” he

said. Several
springs had
mysteriously
begun losing
their

coveted natural
cream color
during the
1990s.

The Washington Post

Dying for business:

Japan’s

hot springs come clean

Spa owners added artificial white dye when
many springs started clearing up in the "90s

BY ANTHONY FAIOLA
The Washington Post

SHIRAHONE, Japan — The
milk-hued hot springs of Shira-
hone have for a thousand years
lured legions of stressed-out Japa-
nese, who traversed mountain
passes and paid small fortunes to
wash away their troubles in the
steaming thermal baths.

But in a scandal that has precip-
itated a nationwide crisis of confi-
dence in Japan’s beloved onsen,
or hot spring resorts, a national
magazine this summer reported
that spa owners were secretly con-
ning their custom-
ers. Shirahone vil-
lage leaders in
July admitted
they added artifi-
cial white dyes to
baths after sever-

&k Perhaps it is not
something a
foreigner

pan’s natural springs. The tainted
hot springs in at least 20 resort
towns include several whose wa-
ters had been celebrated for cen-
turies in epic poems, fables and
woodblock prints.

Worse, the disclosures have
stained one of the most precious
and highly developed rituals of
Japanese culture — group bath-
ing. The affronts have generated
scathing newspaper editorials
and dominated television news.
Meanwhile, the mayor of Shira-
hone resigned in dishonor.

More than reputations are at
stake. Some fear
that the resulting
loss of tourism rev-
enue may cripple
the rural econo-
mies of dozens of
towns  just as
Japan is emerging

al springs had can fully from a 13-year
teriousl

Do losngtheir  understand, but oo sy

coveted natural y ing Japanese are

cream color dur- W€ know how g8 o

ing the 1990s. much the several of the re-

The deception
created an uproar
in Japan, where

Japanese love

sort villages in-
volved, tourism of -
ficials and busi-

few things are  fyof springs and — ness owners re-
more cherished in ported.

life than stripping 020 mauch they “We have
down to you sinned,” said Toru
birthday suit for a feel betrayed ‘suzuki, son of
group  dip . the former mayor
Sorching  ther- by us.y of Shirahone and

mal baths. Gov-

general manager

ernment_authori- Toru Tsuzuki  of an onsen that
gﬁi media Zﬁiﬁ Former onsen t(}ok part in the

eneral manager PO o
groups  scoured 8 8 “Perhaps it is

the nation’s treasured 22,000 hot
springs for evidence of other
cheats. Three months of investiga-
tions and at least one police raid
later, officials have uncovered
fraud at scores of onsen nation-
wide.

The deception seems bottom-
less: Some proprietors even clan-
destinely boiled tap water and
passed it off as coming from Ja-

not something a foreigner can
fully understand, but we know
how much the Japanese love hot
springs and how much they feel
betrayed by us.”

For centuries, onsen have
ranked among the most bemus-
ing aspects of Japanese life for
foreigners, whom the Japanese
accuse of being unable to take the
heat. Dave Barry, the famed

humor columnist of the Miami
Herald, once wrote that the water
temperature preferred by the lo-
cals appeared somewhere in the
neighborhood of “17,000 degrees
Fahrenheit.”

Bathing is frequently viewed as
an act of group bonding. Even at
home, young families — includ-
ing at least one parent and small
children — bathe together, relax-
ing and sharing the news of the
day while submerged in a steam-
ing tub.

The Japanese insist that their
springs, naturally heated by one
of the most active ge-
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Divorce rates on
the rise in China

Some splits only take an hour and cost about $1

BY TIM JOHNSON
Knight Ridder Newspapers

SHANGHAI, China — As in-
comes rise and social mobility in-
creases, growing numbers of
urban Chinese couples are get-
ting divorced.

1t's only been since Oct. 1, 2003,
that divorce has been relatively
easy. Before that, couples needed
workplace supervisors’ approval
to divorce, and they endured med-
dling attempts at mediation, ei-
ther on the job or by a Communist
Party-appointed  neighborhood
busybody.

Now, if both parties work out
their own terms for dividing prop-
erty, child custody and debt settle-
ment, the paperwork for a di-
vorce can be done in about an
hour. The cost is $1.10. No forced
mediation occurs.

“Everywhere in China, no mat-
ter how small the city, divorce is

more common. A lot of people
now understand that divorce is
not a bad thing,” said Shu Xin,
who has advised couples since
the late 1990s and bills himself as
China’s first marriage counselor.

It's not just divorces that are
more frequent. So are cohabita-
tion among young adults,
out-of-wedlock love affairs and
paternity tests.

As in many parts of the world,
extramarital affairs are the main
cause for divorce. A survey earli-
er this year at the Marriage Crisis
Service Center in the southern
city of Chongging found that a
spouse having an affair led to 70
percent of divorces.

Shu said 4 out of 5 of the 1,800
clients his firm has offered servic-
es to wanted a divorce because a
spouse had an affair.

The government hasn't di-
vulged figures for divorce rates
this year.

KRT

Shu Xin, a marriage counselor in Shanghai, holds a Chinese language

ographies on Earth, can case the
pain of everything from arthritis
to skin disease, as well as an espe-
cially bad day at the office.

Hot spring spas escaped Ja-
pan’s economic downturn, which
began in 1991. The number of
onsen increased 20 percent in a
decade, evolving into the single
biggest slice of Japan’s huge do-
mestic tourism industry, accord-
ing to government statistics.
Today, more Japanese towns rely
on onsen-based tourism than on
car factories for their financial
livelihoods.Activist groups have
set out to tighten Japan’s hot
springs laws and force thermal
spas to post their mgredlents,
both natural and artificial. “This
fraud has undermined the public
trust, and the economic and emo-
tional damage to the nation will
take some time to overcome,”
said Tomino Hirano, head of a
spa watchdog group and a noted
travel writer.

The scandal has cast a pall
Shirahone’s townspeople, most of
whom lowered their heads and
spoke softly when asked about
the situation.

“We know it will take some
time, but we hope people will give
us another chance,” noodle shop
owner Toshio Saito said.

Special correspondents Akiko Yamamo-
to and Sachiko Sakamaki contributed to
this report.

carrying his
marriages. China's divorce rate i

column for those with troubled
ising as the nation modernizes.

Russian prison inmates struggle with health

MOSCOW — More than 80 percent of Russia’s prison inmates have
health problems, Russian news agencies reported Friday, quoting the
country’s human rights ombudsman calling the situation catastrophic.

Of the 615,000 people currently in prisons in the nation of 144 mil-
lion, nearly 500,000 have some kind of illness, the Interfax news agen-
cy quoted Justice Ministry spokesman Oleg Filimonov as saying.

Burglar suspect strangled

DUBLIN, Ireland — A suspected burglar accidentally strangled him-
self while trying to break into a house in the southwest Irish town of

Trail, police said Monday.

Police said the homeowner discovered the body of a man Sunday af-
ternoon hanging from the outside frame of a bathroom window.

The victim appeared, they said, to have been standing on a lawn-
mower while trying to break in when he slipped off — and his
sweater caught on a hook, choking him.

Robbery scene too real

0SLO, Norway — An amateur film crew might deserve acclaim for the
authenticity of its robbery scene, although it won't be coming from its un-

willing extras, the Oslo police.

The filmmakers rented a downtown Oslo bar, set up their lighting
and sent in the actors — their faces covered in balaclavas and wielding
realistic but fake weapons — on Sunday.

It didn’t take long before the actors found themselves facing real po-
lice officers with real weapons, making national news on Monday.

The team from K-film, Norway’s oldesl amateur film club, was mak-

ing a short movie called “Unoert

‘A passer-by saw the filming, but didn’t realize it was fake and called

the police.

From The Associated Press
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Horoscope

The sun and Satum have a heat-
ed exchange, and there’s a choice
to be made. Do we let our past
experience dictate our
future actions? Or do we
wash the slate clean and try
being someone else in the
moment of decision — take
the old leap of faith? Both
roads can lead somewhere
good if we resolve to keep
ethics in line and honor
intact.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(October 19). You're
feeling on top of the world
this year. Your buoyant
attitude attracts winners to
you — people who can help you
eam more money as well as bring
you into social circles that are a
positive influence on your personal

Anticipate a slight (and fleeting) dip

in your confidence this evening.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

You'll be considering your friend-

ships very carefully. After all, you

treat the ones you love so well, you

simply don’t deserve to be subjected

0 someone’s using

A
Joyce Jillson  benavior. Try not to take

others’ actions 0o person-
ally.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-0ct. 23). Aim for
‘what you want. You're
incredibly secure now.

} Beware of people who
bother you with their
“temporary” problems —
all the time. Tonight, do
more than you were
asked to do.

You'll win the heart of someone
worthy!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
It's not quite time to lay down the

Family
and inherited talents are your key to
success through the rest of the fall.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Your true success will come from
the goodness of your character, so
do things to build it. Keep your word
even after you realize that it's more
than you can comfortably do. Being
uncomfortable is better than being
flaky.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You'll be among the top performers
at work — an honor and a responsi-
bility. You may even spend a decent
amount of time wondering why you
do what you do. Look deeper into
your value system to find the an-
swer.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Cuttivate independence. Whether it's
deciding where to go this weekend
instead of relying on a partner to
make plans for you or fixing the
printer when the paper gets
jammed, it will feel fabulous to ac-
complish things on your own.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Beware of fantasy love. It may feel
temporarily wonderful to have some-
one be infatuated with you, but it
usually gets old fast. After all, who
wants the responsibility of making
someone else’s life decisions?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Rela-
tionships add to your life in unexpect-
ed and delightful ways. Make note of
the graciousness you come upon so

lawina ask for a raise
or put down the payment on that
new car. But the research you do
will help you immensely when it is
that time — and you won't have long
to wait!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You're filled with bravado —
like an invincible 8-year-old who
doesn't yet know enough about the
world's limitations (and therefore is
spared by many of them!). You
make fairly sound decisions when
'you shoot from the hip.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). People in your midst have
earmed a pat on the back, and
you're just the one to give it. Have
no ulterior motives. Delight in the
good news of family and friends,
even though you're feeling as com-
petitive as it gets.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You'll stumble onto an endeavor that
could turn into something you're
passionate about. For this reason,
you may be willing to start at the
bottom. But you may not have to.
Investigate options before saying
“yes” too quickly.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Dominating people are part of the
equation at work. It's probably easier
to let them have their little show of
authority and then do whatever you
want since these folks care more
about getting attention than about
being right.

you can later it well.

Creators Syndicate
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ARE How'S
THaT?
o

PETER, WHY
E L

EAVES

I NEED
FIVE OR SiX TIMES BEFORE
T'LL DO ANYTHING.

HE ONLY ASKED ME
ONE TIME TO DO 1T.
EVERYONE KNOWS

To BE TolD

FINE. GET OUT THERE. GET

GET OUT THERE!
/

You
THE
You
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GET SNAPPED WiTH A DAMP.

POOR.
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newsmagazine
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NOISES: EIDER-MAN!
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals O
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‘Girl on the side’ unsure of path Jipist=

Dear Abby: “Mitch” and T
have been best-friends-with-
benefits for nine years. He has a
live-in girlfriend, “Edna,” and
they have an 11-month-old son
together. The two of them are
always fighting and yelling, and
T'm always the peacemak-
er. I helped in raising
their child so often that
the boy called me Mom
before he said it to Edna.

Two years ago, I told
Mitch I wanted to be
with him — something
more than just his girl on
the side. He said he
already knew it, but had
been waiting for me to
say it. He said he felt the
same way, but he wasn’t
ready to go from one
relationship to another.

He told me not to wait for him.
He said if I did find someone, I
shouldn’t hold back because of
him.

1 believe I am in love with
Mitch. We still have a sexual
relationship. I have tried to cool
things down, but when I see

Dear Abby

Mitch, I just melt. Do you think
he means what he says, o is he

just telling me what I want to

hear for what he can get?
— Miserable in
Connecticut

Dear Miz: Let's review what
Mitch has been saying: He said
he has known for years
that you're in love with
him. He also told you
not to wait for him. If
Mitch loved you, do you
really think he’d be
living with someone
else and telling you to
move on? I don’t.

Now let’s look at
what Mitch has been
getting: He has some-
one who has continued
to sleep with him in
spite of the fact that he
lives with someone else and fa-
thered a child with her. I'll give
Mitch high marks for salesman-
ship. But you shouldn’t “buy”
everything he sells you.

Dear Abby: 1 am employed
by a national company to tutor
high school students, one-on-one.

For various reasons, I suspect
that one of my students — with
‘whom I meet every one or two
weeks — may be smoking pot.

From a professional perspec-
tive, I feel this is none of my
business. From a personal per-
spective, and as a parent myself,
1 am agonizing over whether I

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

(" Welcome to "

my home

Unscrambie these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words.

TELAH

“#$% A& welcome.
G871 awwk.

©€2004 Tibune Media
‘Al Righis Reserve,

eriices. Inc

should bring my icit to
the attention of his parent. If I
were his parent, I would certain-
ly want to know. Then again, my
suspicions could be wrong. What
is the ethical thing to do?

— Unsure in Concord, Calif.

Dear Unsure: Your student’s
welfare IS your business.

Before approaching your stu-
dent’s parent, talk to the boy
about your concerns. His prob-
lem may be something other
than pot. At least give him a
chance to explain. However, if
your suspicions persist, by all
means tell his parent what you
have told me.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

| CLUNE

HHOON
O

e
WHEN HIS PARROT
GREETED THEM
WITH FOUL
LANGUAGE, THEY

WERE

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.
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Answer:

0

TAnswers tomorrow)
Jumbles: VOUCH JUMPY MEMBER DRUDGE
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Losing pounds and gaining confidence

Dear Annie: 1 ap-
plaud your response to
“Struggling with Weight
in Texas,” who worried
that she would pass along
her weight problems to
her child. You also asked
your readers who'd kept
the weight off for at least
two years to write and
tell you how they did it.

I joined Weight Watch-
ers and lost 60 pounds in
seven months. I've kept
the weight off for nearly three
years. With all of the crazy choic-
es and deprivation diets these
days, it’s nice to know that I can
still enjoy food on this program. T
simply make better choices.
Being active also is very impor-
tant.

T hope that the writer has
taken some steps toward becom-
ing healthier with her daughter. T
know it helped me show my two
young boys how happy their
mother is by choosing the fruit
over the cookies.

— Happy Mom in Washington

Dear Happy Mom: We were
gratified by the hundreds of

Annie’s Mailbox

letters we received
from readers offering
their success stories to
help others lose weight.
Here’s more:

Dear Annie: 1 be-
long to TOPS — Take
Off Pounds Sensibly
(www.tops.org). I have
lost 75 pounds and
have kept it off for 26
years. I couldn’t have
done it without the
fellowship of other members. We
discuss what helped during the
week and what didn’t work.

We do not hand out a diet.
What works for me may not
work for someone else. TOPS is
very reasonable; membership is
$20 annually ($25 in Canada),
plus chapter dues.
—Waupin, Wisc.

Dear An am 5 foot 2
inches, and reached nearly 180
pounds in graduate school. How-
ever, for the last four years, I
have maintained a much healthi-
er 125 pounds. I initially lost the
weight by dieting — high protein,

low fat and low carbs (along with
multivitamins and lots of colorful
fruits and vegetables). I've kept
the weight off through exercise.
I've been riding horses for 30-60
minutes three to five times a
week, along with all the work
around the barn, yard and gar-
dens.

—Nevada

Dear Annie: From the age of
810 24, I tried a wide variety of
weight-loss methods and gim-
micks, only to diet my way up to
203 pounds. Eight years ago, my
struggle ended when I was intro-
duced to FA (Food Addicts in
Recovery Anonymous), a 12-step
program for people who suffer
from food addiction. Within one
year, I reached my goal weight
and have stayed there for the last
seven years. FA saved my life.
—Sharon, Mass.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write

: Annie's Mailbox, /o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate
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THERE A NEW SCHOOL BUS RULE, T NOT
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Yesterday
Y ‘ Answer:  The teetolaler was known for his —

"DRY” HUMOR
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“Daddy, did you know Alabama,
Alaska, Arizona, and Arkansas all
have the same capital? ‘A.”
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USC, Miami are 1-2 in first BCS rankings

Oklahoma, No. 2
in both ‘human’
polls, is No. 5 in
computer score

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

Southern California took the
top spot Monday in the season’s
first Bowl Championship Series
standings, and surprisingly
Miami is ahead of Oklahoma in a
close race for the second spot.

Oklahoma is No. 2 behind USC
in both The Associated Press Top
25 and coaches poll. Put in place
after last season’s split national
championship, the new BCS for-
mula relies more on the human
polls than ever before.

“I think it's obviously very
early. It's important that there
not be an overreaction to this
poll,” BCS coordinator and Big 12
commissioner Kevin Weiberg

Still, even Weiberg was taken
aback by Miami’s position ahead
of Oklahoma.

“I think I was a little surprised,
to tell you the truth,” he said.

The AP and coaches polls each
count for one-third of a team’s
total score. The other third is com-
piled from six computer rank-
ings, and that's where Miami
made up the difference over the
Sooners. The Hurricanes are
ranked fourth in the AP media
poll and third in the coaches poll,
but are second in the computer
rankings.

Oklahoma, which benefited

Reggie Bush scores a touchdown in USC's 45-7 rout of Arizona State on Saturday, an outcome that helped
the top-ranked Trojans take a solid lead in the first Bowl Championship Series rankings of the season.

from the old system last season,
was fifth in the computer rank-
ings. Each team’s highest and low-
est computer ranking is tossed
out and the remaining four are av-
eraged.

Weiberg said that Oklahoma
was probably hurt in the comput-
er rankings by having played only
one road game.

“Several of them use a
home-and-away factor in their for-

mula so I think it has some influ-
ence, yes,” he said.

Oklahoma has one victory over
a ranked team (Texas), while
Miami has two (Florida State and
Louisville), which also sways com-
puter rankings, Weiberg said.

The Orange Bowl will host the
top two teams in the final BCS
standings on Jan. 4 for the nation-
al title.

USC, No. 1 in each of the major

polls all season, has a big lead in
the BCS with a score of .9912 out
of a possible 1.000. Miami's score
is .9187, Oklahoma’s .9161.

Auburn is fourth (.9036) and
Florida State fifth (8072). The
Seminoles, with one loss, are
ahead of unbeatens Wisconsin
(.7255) and Utah (.7251).

The Utes, ranked ninth in the
AP poll and 10th in the
ESPN/USA Today poll, are in po-

sition to become the first team
from outside the six major confer-
ences to earn a bid to one of the
four big-ticket BCS games.

The champions from the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference, Big Ten,
Big 12, Big East, Pac-10 and
Southeastern Conference make
up six of the eight teams in the
four BCS games — the Orange,
Sugar, Rose and Fiesta bowls.
The other two spots go to
wild-card teams.

Finishing in the top six in the
BCS standings also guarantees a
team a BCS bowl bid. A top-12
ranking in the final BCS stand-
ings is necessary to be eligible for
one of the wild-card spots.

Utah plays in the Mountain
West Conference and has a 3-0
record this season against teams
from BCS conferences.

Boise State, the other unbeaten
team from a mid-major confer-
ence, was 14th in the first BCS
standings.

The BCS changed its formula
for determining which teams play
for the national title after last sea-
son, when USC finished the regu-
lar season ranked No. 1 in both
polls but third in the BCS stand-
ings and was left out of the title
game.

Oklahoma reached the title
game last season because of flaws
in the old BCS formula. The Soon-
ers lost the Big 12 title game and
dropped to No. 3 in the major
polls, but still finished first in the
BCS standings. They were beaten
in the Sugar Bowl by LSU, which
mandated a vote of No. 1 in the
coaches poll. USC ended up No. 1
in the media poll.

Under the system in place this
season, LSU and USC would have
played in the Sugar Bowl last sea-
son.

Ohio State’s Mike Kudla (57)
looks at the scorehoard as if he
can't believe that the Buckeyes
are on the short end of a 33-7
score against resurgent lowa.

After Jowa rout, Ohio State headed south

BY CHUCK SCHOFFNER
The Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — One
month ago, Ohio State was win-
ning and Towa was reeling.

Oh, how things have changed.

Ohio State, once 3-0 and ranked
seventh nationally, is 0-3 in the
Big Ten and no longer in the Top
25 after a 33-7 loss at Iowa on Sat-
urday — its worst record in the
league in 16 years.

Towa is getting better by the
week and looks nothing like the
overmatched team that lost to Ari-
zona State 44-7 on Sept. 18. The
Hawkeyes (4-2, 2-1 Big Ten)
might not be of championship cali-
ber, but are certainly good
enough to be a factor in the con-
ference race.

On Sunday, they replaced Ohio
State at No. 25 in The Associated
Press poll.

“We're going in the right direc-
tion,” Towa coach Kirk Ferentz
said.

Ferentz hesitates to say the Ari-
zona State loss was good for his
team, but it did force the
Hawkeyes to refocus. They
played better in a 30-17 loss at
Michigan the following week and

beat Michigan State and Ohio
State by a combined 71-23.

“There are two ways to go
when you do that,” Ferentz said.
“You can either be realistic and
make sure you're determined to
change what took place or you
can stay on the ground. Our guys
traditionally have gotten back up
and gone back and to work and I
think that's what we’ve done.”

Ohio State (3-3) faces the same
sort of challenge because the
Buckeyes most certainly are
down. Their ineptitude on offense
reached a new low Saturday and
the defense had no answer for
Towa quarterback Drew Tate,
who threw for 331 yards and
three touchdowns and ran for a
score.

‘Who could have imagined an
Ohio State team rushing for only
27 yards? But that’s all the Buck-
eyes managed, as well as losing
two fumbles to set up 10 Iowa
points. Ohio State’s only decent
drive in the first half ended with
an interception in the end zone.

It took Troy Smith’s 23-yard
touchdown pass to Rory Nicol
with 2:19 left to keep Ohio State
from being shut out for the first
time since a 28-0 loss to Michigan

in 1993. Ohio State totaled just
177 yards, 73 coming on that last
drive.

“I don’t know if I would say
that we’re doing anything well”
Ohio State coach Jim Tressel
said. “I think the statistics can
point to that or a gut feeling can
point to that.”

Towa’s improvement has paral-
leled the maturation of Tate, a
sophomore in his first season as
the starter. He has bounced back
from a miserable outing at Arizo-
na State — 8-for-19 for 44 yards
— to become the focal point of the
Hawkeyes’ offense.

In three Big Ten games, he has
completed 70 percent of his pass-
es for 941 yards and six touch-
downs. Tate also has shown an
ability to scramble out of trouble
and throw on the run. On an
11-yard touchdown pass to Clin-
ton Solomon on Saturday, the
right-handed quarterback was
rolling left and threw a perfect
strike across his body.

“The more I play, the better T
see things,” Tate said. “I've even
started changing the protection. I
don’t think that's been done
around here for a while.”

Tressel changed quarterbacks

after starter Justin Zwick fum-
bled on the second play of the
third quarter, setting up an Iowa
touchdown that made it 17-0.
Zwick got hit on the shoulder in
the first half and Tressel said he
wasn’t sure how well he could
throw.

Smith was hardly an immedi-
ate spark, guiding the Buckeyes
to only 15 yards in five posses-
sions before leading the late
drive.

“He did a couple of good things,
obviously, on that last drive,”
Tressel said. “He did the things
you need to do to move the ball. T
thought he went in and did some
pretty fair things.”

Tressel has a week to decide if
Smith did enough to warrant
more time Saturday at home
against Indiana (2-4, 0-3). Ohio
State hasn’t lost to Indiana since
1988, but such streaks don’t seem
to matter anymore. The Buckeyes
had not lost at Iowa since 1983
and they had a 24-game winning
streak against Northwestern bro-
ken two weeks ago.

“We are trying to get it done.
We just need to keep working at
it,” tight end Ryan Hamby said.
“Nobody is going to give up. We
will just keep plugging away.”
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Boston
averts
sweep

Ortiz’s home run
in 12th wins it;
Yankees’ ALCS
lead is cut to 3-1

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Early in the morn-
ing, when most fans usually are
tucked in bed, David Ortiz set off
a frenzy at Fenway Park that
gave the Boston Red Sox a shot at
pulling off the greatest comeback
ever.

The Red Sox were down to
their last three outs of the season,
close to extinction. Then Boston
rallied — against Mariano Riv-
era, the New York Yankees and
decades of disappointment.

Bill Mueller singled home the
tying run off Rivera in the ninth
inning and Ortiz homered into the
right-field bullpen against Paul
Quantrill in the 12th, giving Bos-
ton an exhilarating and exhaust-
ing 6-4 victory. The Red Sox
avoided a sweep and forced a
fifth game in the AL champion-
ship series.

“This,” Ortiz said, “is a team
that never gives up.”

Red Sox fans who had been
praying, holding hands and hop-
ing against hope a few innings ear-
lier, burst into cheers when Ortiz
connected. Long after Sunday
turned into Monday, there was
still plenty of energy inside old
Fenway Park.

Even Ortiz danced home to his
teammates waiting at the plate.

“We always find a way to make
it hard for ourselves,” Red Sox
starter Derek Lowe said.

This game lasted 5 hours, 2 min-
utes and ended at 1:22 am. EDT.
Saturday’s 19-8 victory by the
Yankees took 4 hours, 20 min-
utes.

And the teams had about 15
hours to prepare for Game 5,
when Pedro Martinez drew the
pitching assignment for the Red
Sox against Mike Mussina.

“Everybody’s going to have
trouble sleeping, probably except
maybe from exhaustion,” Yan-
kees manager Joe Torre said.

Of the 25 previous teams to fall
behind 3-0 in a best-of-seven se-
ries, 20 were swept, three lost in
five games and two lost in six.
The Red Sox say if they win
again, injured Curt Schilling
would be ready to start Tuesday
in New York.

“We've just got to get to Game
6,” Red Sox manager Terry Fran-
cona said.

Quantrill, New YorKs fifth
pitcher, relieved Tom Gordon to
start the 12th and allowed a lead-
off single to Manny Ramirez.
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Boston's Dave Roberts slides home with the tying run against New York Yankees in the ninth inning Sunday
night. Boston won Game 4 of the AL championship series 6-4 in 12 innings, but still trails 3-1 in the series.

Ortiz_then joined New York’s
Bernie Williams as the only play-
ers to hit two game-ending hom-
ers in postseason play. Ortiz is the
first to do it twice in one year.

“Ortiz is just a great hitter, and
he beat me,” Quantrill said.

Boston was facing a disappoint-
ing end to a successful season
when Rivera walked Kevin Mill-
ar to lead off the ninth.

“You put the walk away, and it
would have been totally differ-
ent,” Rivera said. “It wasn't the
way I planned it today.”

After some pickoff throws,
pinch-runner Dave Roberts stole
second on the first pitch to Muel-

er.

“The three pickoff moves got
me back into the game. I hadn’t
played in a while, and it helped
me get rid of the jitters,” Roberts

Mueller then lined the ball up

the middle as Roberts easily
scored from second and Rivera
swung his right arm in disgust.
He has blown just four saves in 36
postseason chances, but two have
come in the past 12 days.

“It certainly is disappointing,”
Torre said. “We’re so used to Mo
going out there and getting peo-
ple out, which he did tonight. It's
Jjust that the walk and stolen base
was lhe difference in that ninth in-
ning.”

With Boston closer Keith
Foulke already having pitched
25 innings, Alan Embree came
in and got through the 10th. Cur-
tis Leskanic escaped an 11th-in-

ing jam by retiring Williams on
abases-loaded flyout, then strand-
ed a runner at second in the 12th
by striking out Miguel Cairo.

“Their bullpen did a great job.
They made pitches when they
had to,” New York shortstop

Derek Jeter said. “We definitely
let opportunities get by.”

The Yankees, who stranded 14
runners, took a 2-0 lead in the
third. After Jeter singled with two
outs off Lowe, Alex Rodriguez hit
a drive to left field over an adver-
tising sign atop the Green Mon-
ster, his second homer in two
nights.

Sidelined since Oct. 1 with a
tired shoulder, Yankees starter
Orlando Hernandez baffled Bos-
ton with pitches ranging from a
91 mph fastball to a S5 mph
curve. Then, in the e Red
Sox went ahead 3-2 on three
walks, Cabrera’s RBI single and
Ortiz’s two-run single.

The Yankees came back to
score twice in the sixth, with
Hideki Matsui starting the rally
with a one-out triple. He scored
on an infield hit, one of two
run-scoring_ tricklers for New
York in the inning.

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Two-time
All-Star Ray Boone, patriarch of
athree-generation baseball fami-
ly, died early Sunday following a
long illness. He was 81.

Boone had been hospitalized
for six months with complica-
tions following surgery, his wife,
Pat, said.

“It's a blessmg,” she said. “He
had a great life.”

Boone played from 1948-60
with six teams and was followed

into the big leagues by son Bob
and grandsons Bret and Aaron.

“We were the first three-gener-
ation family,” Pat Boone said.
“We’re not the only one, but we
were the first.”

Boone was an infielder who
had a career .275 batting aver-
age, with 151 home runs and 737
RBIs. He played for the Cleve-
land Indians, Detroit Tigers, Chi-
cago White Sox, Kansas City Ath-
letics, Milwaukee Braves and
the Boston Red Sox.

Ray Boone, baseball family patriarch, dies

He was an All-Star third base-
man for Detroit in 1954 and
1956.

Bob Boone played from
1972-90, and Bret Boone broke
into the big leagues with Seattle
in 1992. Aaron Boone made his
debut in 1997.

The Boone family was the first
to send three generanons to the
All-Star Gam

In 2000, when Bret Boone
played for San Diego, he and his
father and grandfather threw
out the ceremonial first pitch be-
fore the Padres’ home opener.

Schilling
will start
Game 6 if
it’s played

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Pedro Martinez
and Curt Schilling will try to help
the Boston Red Sox win it, now
that David Ortiz kept them in it.

Ortiz’s homer in the 12th inning
Sunday night gave the Red Sox a
6-4 victory over the New York
Yankees, extending the AL cham-
pionship series to a fifth game.
Martinez drew the Game 5 start
Monday night to try to force the
series back to New York for a
sixth game and give Schilling a
chance to make up for a disas-
trous start in the opener.

“We've just got to get there,”
manager Terry Francona said

after announcing that Schilling
was healthy enough to get anoth-
er start. “But that’s our rotation.”

The Red Sox traded for Schill-
ing last November with the goal
of pairing him with Martinez in a
1-2 pitching punch few teams
could match. The co-aces helped
Boston win 98 games in the regu-
lar season and sweep the Ana-
heim Angels in the first round of
the playoffs.

But Schilling, who hurt his
right ankle near the end of the reg-
ular season, aggravated the inju-
ry during his start in Anaheim.

And when he pitched Game 1
of the ALCS last Tuesday, a torn
tendon sheath kept him from
pushing off the mound and affect-
ed his velocity. New York won
10-7 on the way to taking a 3-0 se-
ries lead.

Schilling was still too sore on
Thursday to get back on the
mound, so he was scratched from
his scheduled Game § start. But
he was able to warm up normally
on Fnday and again on Sunday,
giving Francona the confidence
to restore him to the rotation.

“As far as 'm concerned it's
not an issue,” Francona said.
“We've just got to get to Game 6.”

Schilling helped lead the Arizo-
na Diamondbacks to victory over
New York in the 2001 World Se-
ries.

“When you use the words ‘mys-
tique’ and ‘aura,’ those are dan
ers in a nightclub,” Schilling said.
“Those are not things we concern
ourselves with on the ballfield.”

After joining the Red Sox,
Schilling proclaimed, “I guess I
hate the Yankees now.” After reg-
ular season starts he could be
spotted wearing a “Yankee
Hater” cap. But when he got the
opportunity to back up his words
in the playoffs, his ankle let him

dow,

Schlllmg allowed six runs in
three innings in the series-open-
ing loss, his worst postseason per-
formance since 1993.

“He looked forward to this pos-
sible match-up as far back as
Thanksgiving last year,” Franco-
na said last week. “When he went
out there and was kind of not able
to pitch like he wanted to, I'm
sure that was very tough for him,
and us, t00.”
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NLCS: Lidge saves day
as Cards pen falters

NLCS, from back page

“I just lost my cool,” Tavarez
said.

‘When the inning ended, Tavar-
ez bent over as he walked to the
dugout and appeared to berate
himself. His antics were replayed
on the stadium scoreboard, and
that bothered Cardinals manager
Tony La Russa.

“I think ever since I've been
around, since 1996, the Astros are
as classy an organization as any-
thing T've met in the National
League,” he said. “But even Si-
natra clears his throat, and I think
that was below their standards
and that was disappointing.”

Dan Wheeler wound up with
the win, pitching one inning in re-
lief before letting Lidge go two in-
nings for the second straight day.

‘With Roy Oswalt on the mound,
the Astros really liked this pitch-
ing matchup. Yet, the righty who
led the league with 20 wins was
far from his best. He hung around
for six innings and didn’t strike
out a single hitter for the first
time since July 2003.

Oswalt went 2-0 against St
Louis this season, then won the
clinching Game S of the first
round at Atlanta. But he seemed
too eager and too excited at the
start and never found his rhythm.

Fortunately for the Astros, St.
Louis’ Jason Marquis wasn't
much better.

Bumped down in the rotation
after getting hit hard by Los Ange-
les in Game 2 of the opening
round, he was in constant trouble
against Houston.

La Russa kept looking for
edges, and a couple of lineup
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shifts paid off. John Mabry start-
ed in place of left fielder Reggie
Sanders and hit an RBI single,
and rookie catcher Yadier Molina
replaced Mike Matheny and
threw out Craig Biggio trying to
steal, and added a hit.

For the fourth straight game,
the visiting team homered in the
first inning. It was Pujols’ turn
this time, and he lined a two-run
shot into the boxes above the
left-field wall.

Rolen followed with a double
and later scored on Mabry’s sin-
gle, marking the first time in 20 in-
nings that St. Louis scored on
something besides a home run.

Pujols was in the middle of the
Cardinals’ next two runs. He
walked and scored on Jim Ed-
monds’ sacrifice fly in the third,
and hit an RBI single in the fourth
for a 5-3 edge.

ell hit an RBI double in
the first and Berkman doubled
home two more runs in the third.

Berkman’s third homer of the
NLCS pulled the Astros to 5-4 in

e sixth against reliever Kiko
Calero.

Houston tied it later in the in-
ning on an RBI single by No. 8 hit-
ter Raul Chavez. He is Oswalt’s
personal catcher and not known
for his hitting, and he cheered
himself all the way down the line.
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MLB scoreboard
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Houston’s Lance Berkman is congratulated by teammates in the dugout

after

1g a home run in the sixth inning of Game 4 of the NLCS.

Berkman ‘had great
game,” Garner says

BY JOEL ANDERSON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — From a much
quieter corner of the clubhouse,
Houston Astros right fielder
Lance Berkman briefly glanced
over at the crowd of television

rd -

has got to be at the highest it can
possibly be.”

Meanwhile, Beltran has hom-
ered in a record five straight post-
season games, including the
go-ahead shot in Houston’s win
Sunday. He also matched Barry
Bonds’ 2002 record for homers in

cling teammate Carlos Beltran.

Beltran patiently answered
every question with polite cli-
ches, smiled for the cameras and
was stuck in front of his locker for
much longer than Berkman.

The postseason spotlight contin-
ues to elude Berkman, and he
couldn’t be happier.

“It’s the greatest place to be, be-
cause you can do your thing and
let the attention fall somewhere
else,” Berkman said after Hous-
ton rallied to beat St. Louis 6-5
Sunday, evening the NL champi-
onship series 2-2.

“T'll just keep watching Beltran
swat ’em out of the park, and I'm
as happy as can be with that.”

Without nearly as much fan-
fare, Berkman has rivaled Belt-
ran as Houston’s top offensive
force in October.

Berkman reached base all four
times he came to the plate Sun-
day in Game 4: walk in the first,
two-run double in the third,
homer in the sixth and intentional
walk in the seventh.

The three-time All-Star has hit
safely in all of Houston’s nine
playoff games, scored at least one
run in seven of them and had at
least one RBI in six. He’s hitting
467 (7-for-15) with three homers
and a series-high eight RBISs.

Berkman has been much better
in the postseason this time than in
his previous appearance. He hit
167 (2-for-12) in Atlanta’s
three-game sweep of Houston in
2001.

“The playoffs are funny be-
cause people judge you and they
grade you on such a small num-
ber of at-bats,” he said. “You al-
most feel like panic mode be-
cause if you go 0-for-1, that’s a
slump in the postseason.

“Im just up there, driven by
that ... the concentration level

a single with eight.

Berkman and Beltran, along
with charter members of Hous-
ton’s “Killer Bs” — Craig Biggio
and Jeff Bagwell, have given the
Astros a lineup to rival St. Louis’
bunch of bashers: Houston has hit
22 homers in the playoffs, already
the third highest total in league
history.

“When you have guys that are
equally as capable of hitting the
ball out of the ballpark,” Astms
manager Phil Garner said, *
you can get three or four of them
in a row, now you have a tough
lineup to keep gettmg thmugh
four times in a ballgame

Beltran has become the media
postseason darling and poster
boy for the Astros’ longest post-
season run in club history.

For instance, Berkman’s first
question during Sunday’s post-
game interview session was one
about Beltran. St. Louis manager
Tony La Russa was asked wheth-
er his pitchers should consider
walking Beltran intentionally like
Bonds. Garner went out of his
way to drop Berkman’s name
when asked again about Beltran.

“Berkman has a great — you
didn’t ask about it — but he had a
great game today, t0o,” Garner
said.

He even made a big play on de-
fense Sunday, just after his
two-run double in the third cut St.
Louis’ lead to three runs.

Berkman threw out Cardinals
starting pitcher Jason Marquis at
second after he unsuccessfully
tried stretching a single into a
double in the fourth.

“I don’t know if he thought I
bobbled it or what,” Berkman
said. “Maybe he was just trying to
catch me napping out there.”

Like almost everyone else, Mar-
quis simply wasn’t paying atten-
tion to Berkman.



PAGE 28

 STARS AND STRIPES -

Unbeaten Eagles
pummel Panthers

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia beat
Carolina nine months too late.

In a rematch of last season’s NFC cham-
pionship game in Philadelphia, Terrell
‘Owens had all of his 123 yards receiving in
the first half and Lito Sheppard returned
an interception 64 yards for a score in the
undefeated Eagles’ 30-8 victory Sunday.

The Eagles, in posi-
tion for another playoff
run, didn’t need their
best offensive effort to
beat injury-depleted
Carolina.

Owens failed to score,
Donovan McNabb failed to throw a TD
pass for the first time this year and the Ea-
gles’ 283 total yards were their fewest of
the season.

“We put up enough points for us to win
the game and that's the most important
thing,” McNabb said. “You can look at
some of the team across the league and of-
fensively they aren’t clicking, but they are
still winning.”

The Eagles haven’t lost since Carolina
came to town for a 14-3 victory in the NFC

title game, denying Philadelphia its first
trip to the Super Bowl since the 1980 sea-
son. But the Eagles, who have lost three

games, have come back strong, starting 5-0
for the first time since 1981.

Carolina, which lost to New England in
the Super Bowl, fell to 1-4. Only eight
teams have overcome a 1-4 start to make
the playoffs.

“I felt the best going into this game then
1 did all year. I just felt extremely good
about what we're going to do out here,”
said Carolina’s Jake Delhomme, who
threw four interceptions. “It’s just not hap-
pening. We're not carrying it over.”

Perhaps because while Delhomme strug-
gled, there was no one else to bail him out.
‘When Philadelphia’s offense didn’t convert
long drives into touchdowns, it still got
three field goals from David Akers and the
interception return from Sheppard.

“He was just throwing it up, giving his re-
ceivers a chance to make a play,” Shep-
pard said of Delhomme. “We were able to
pick off a lot of passes. We know he doesn’t

like to take sacks a lot. He just throws it up
there.”

McNabb, off to the best start of his
six-year career, completed passes of 53
and 51 yards to Owens that led to 10 points.
McNabb finished 14-for-26 for 209 yards
and one interception.

Packers 38, Lions 10: Brett Favre
threw two touchdown passes and moved
past Fran Tarkenton into fourth place on
the NFL career list with 47,106 yards pass-
ing.

Green Bay (2-4) snapped its first
four-game losing streak in 13 years. De-
troit (3-2) fell to 1-2 at home.

The game was close until Darren Sharp-
er intercepted a pass early in the third
quarter and returned it 36 yards — with a
juke move and a hurdle into the end zone
— to give the Packers a 24-10 lead.

Favre was 25-for-38 for 257 yards. He ex-
tended his streak with a TD pass to 31
games, passing Dan Marino and trailing
only Johnny Unitas’ record run of 47
straight. Favre played in his 197th game
with the Packers, passing Bart Starr for
No. 1 in franchise history.

Texans 20, Titans 10: At Nashville,
David Carr threw for 266 yards and a
touchdown, Kris Brown kicked field goals
of 21 and 50 yards, and the Texans scored
their first victory over the team they re-
placed in Houston.

The Texans improved to 3-3 for the first
time in the franchise’s three-season history
by winning in the stadium Nashville built
to lure the former Oilers away from Hous-
ton. The Texans did it with defense, inter-
cepting four passes and sacking Steve Mc-
Nair once.

The loss dropped the Titans (2-4) into
sole possession of the AFC South cellar.

Falcons 21, Chargers 20: At Atlanta,
Michael Vick overcame a 10-point deficit
by running for one touchdown, throwing
for another and then taking care of the
clock as the Falcons (5-1) matched their
win total from all of last season.

Vick, whose rights were traded from San
Diego to Atlanta in 2001, threw for 130 of
his 218 yards in the fourth quarter and had
ahand in all three Atlanta TDs.

Atlanta ended the Chargers’ (3-3)
two-game winning streak and kept them
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Green Bay Packers wide receiver Javon Walker (84) hauls in a 50-yard pass in front of
Detroit Lions cornerback Fernando Bryant (25) in the second quarter Sunday.

from matching their win total from last sea-
son.

Browns 34, Bengals 17: Jeff Garcia
threw four touchdown passes — one a
99-yarder to Andre’ Davis to tie an NFL
record — and the Browns overcame their
sloppiness for a home win over the inept
Bengals.

William Green rushed for 115 yards and
Lee Suggs caught a 59-yard TD pass in the
fourth quarter from Garcia as the Browns
(3-3) moved to 3-0 at home for the first
time since 1973. The Bengals fell to 1-4.

Garcia, called “skittish” by Browns
coach Butch Davis after a loss in Pitts-
burgh last week, overcame two intercep-
tions in the first half and finished
16-forof-23 for 310 yards in his eighth ca-
reer four-TD game.

Bills 20, Dolphins 13: Takeo Spikes re-
turned an interception 11 yards for a touch-
down, helping spark Buffalo’s victory in a
home game between the NFL'’s last two
winless teams.

Aaron Schobel had 22 sacks and Ron Ed-
wards added two, leading a strong defen-
sive effort in which the Bills (1-4) limited
Miami (0-6) to just 212 yards net offense.

Willis McGahee had a strong debut in his
first career start. The Bills’ first-round pick
in the 2003 draft had 111 yards rushing and
put away the game with a 31-yard run that
allowed the Bills to run out the clock.

The former University of Miami star
missed his entire rookie season recovering
from reconstructive surgery on his left
knee.

Redskins 13, Bears 10: Clinton Portis
had his best day since changing teams, and
Washington throttled Chicago’s inept of-
fense.

Ending a four-game losing streak, the
Redskins (2-4) sacked struggling Bears
quarterback Jonathan Quinn three times
in the final three minutes before Sean Tay-
lor’s closing-seconds interception sealed
the victory.

The Bears (1-4) managed only 160 yards
total offense and crossed midfield just
three times.

Portis had failed to reach 100 yards in
any of his previous four games for Wash-
ington, which obtained him in an offseason
trade from Denver. He had 103 by the half
on 21 attempts Sunday, including a twist-
ing 19-yard run midway through the sec-
ond quarter. He finished with 171 yards.

Jaguars 22, Chiefs 16: Byron Leftwich
threw two touchdown passes, including a
14-yarder to Cortez Hankton with 45 sec-
onds to play to lift the Jaguars.

Leftwich also ran for a score as the Jag-
uars (4-2) snapped a two-game losing
streak and won in the final minute for the
fourth time this season.

Davenport delays retirement after reaching No. 1

The Associated Press

Back at No. 1, Lindsay Daven-
port is putting retirement on hold
and plans to play in next year’s
Australian Open.

Sports
briefs

Davenport
officially
‘moved atop the

Tour
computer rank-
ings for the
sixth time Mon-
day and said she tentatively has
worked out a 2005 schedule
through March.

The three-time Grand Slam
tournament champion, who’s 28,
said at Wimbledon that she
thought this would be her final
season. But a strong summer, in-
cluding four straight titles and a
22-match winning streak, con-
vinced Davenport that she can
still contend.

“I was interested to hear that

actually no player has retired at
No. 1, but T don’t think that’s
going to matter at all,” Davenport
said in a conference call.

“I feel like I play for the oppor-
tunity and the chance to win
Grand Slams. I had two chances
this year at Wimbledon and the
U.S. Open,” she added. “I'm look-
ing forward to going to Australia
and trying to win again, and that'’s
definitely the way I'm headed
right now.”

Davenport moved up one place
to overtake Amelie Mauresmo,
who spent about a month at the
top. The Frenchwoman was just
the second player to reach No. 1
in the WTA rankings without win-
ning a major.

Davenport first led the rank-
ings in October 1998, then had
brief stays in 1999 and 2000, last
holding the spot in January 2002.
She leads the tour in match victo-

ries this season with a 61-8 record
and in titles with seven.
She wasn't able to add to her
major titles (1998 U.S. Open, 1999
i 2000 i

ka Sorenstam charged from three
shots back over the final five
holes to overtake Grace Park and
win her fourth Samsung World
pit i

Open), but Davenport did reach
the semifinals at the U.S. Open
and Wimbledon this season, elimi-
nated by the eventual champion
each time.

At Flushing Meadows, Daven-
port lost to Svetlana Kuznetsova
in three sets, hampered by a left
hip injury.

“Mauresmo is second, followed
by three Russians: French Open
champion Anastasia Myskina,
Kuznetsova, and two-time major
runner-up Elena Dementieva. Jus-
tine Henin-Hardenne, No. 1 until
Mauresmo replaced her Sept. 13,
tumbled from No. 3 to No. 6.

Sorenstam rallies past Park
PALM DESERT, Calif. — Anni-

Sorenstam, the winner of six of
her 15 tour events this year, shot
a closing S-under 67 to finish 18
under, three shots ahead of Park.
The leader the first three days,
Park finished with two bogeys for
a73.

Despite gusting winds, Soren-
stam had a 4-under 32 on the
back nine en route to her 54th ca-
reer victory.

Sorenstam took sole possession
of the lead for the first time in the
tournament on the 71st hole when
she sank a 6-foot birdie putt on
No. 17. She chipped in a 40-footer
from the fringe for an eagle 3 on
the par-S, 538-yard No. 15 to
catch Park at 17 under.

Lorena Ochoa (70) finished

third at 13 under, and defending
champion Sophie’ Gustafson (71)
was another two shots back in
fourth.

Castroneves wins IRL finale

FORT WORTH, Texas — Helio
Castroneves had a great restart
with two laps to go after a lengthy
caution and held off IndyCar Se-
ries champion Tony Kanaan to
win the season finale Sunday at
Texas Motor Speedway.

stroneves got to climb
the fence to celebrate his first vic-
tory this year, Kanaan capped off
a season in which he ran all 3,305
laps — the first driver in a major
American series to complete
every lap.

Kanaan clinched the series title
with a runner-up finish in Califor-
nia two weeks ago. He finished
outside the top five only once, and
the Chevy 500 Sunday was the
sixth time this season he was sec-
ond across the finish line.
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Culpepper sets record

BY MARY FOSTER

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Daunte Culpepper
was just fine without Randy Mos:

Minnesota’s quarterback threw five
touchdown passes for the third time this
season — an NFL record — to lead the Vi-
kings past the New Orleans Saints 38-31
Sunday night.

“It’s all about stepping up,” Culpepper
said. “Accepting the challenge and doing
whatever it takes.”

Moss, who leads the NFL in TD catches,
injured his hamstring in the second quar-
ter after making two receptions for 89
yards and a touchdown. It was the 10th con-
secutive game with a touchdown catch for
Moss, who changed into a track suit and
watched the second half from the sideline.

“ was a little lonely without my man,”
Culpepper said. “But he’s a soldier. He'll
be back.”

Despite stiff pressure from the Saints,
Culpepper completed 26 of 37 passes for
425 yards and all those scores. It was a ca-
reer high in passing yards for Culpepper,
beating his previous record of 396 yards
against Oakland on Nov. 16, 2003.

“In all my time in the NFL, I've never
seen a quarterback this hot,” said Saints
cornerback Ashley Ambrose, a 13-year vet-
eran.

The Vikings (4-1) had 605 yards of of-
fense and converted eight of 11 third
downs.

Culpepper, who also threw two intercep-
tions and was sacked twice, has completed
just over 72 percent of his passes this sea-
son, throwing for 1,766 yards and 18 TDs.

Rookie running back Mewelde Moore
had another big game for Minnesota, rush-
ing for 109 yards and catching seven pass-
es for 78 yards.

“I had to stay calm and make sure I was
focused,” Moore said. “I had fun out
there.”

Nate Burleson had six receptions for 134
yards for Minnesota.

New Orleans’ Aaron Brooks completed
22 of 38 passes for 249 yards and a touch-
down. He was intercepted once. Deuce
McAllister ran for 78 yards and two touch-
downs on 18 carries.

A pass-interference call against Am-
brose set up the Vikings’ first touchdown,
giving them a first down on the 1. On the
next play, Culpepper hit Jermaine Wiggins
for the touchdown.

Minnesota got its first interception of the
season, preventing New Orleans (2-4) from
scoring and setting up the Vikings’ second
score. Culpepper hit Moss in the end zone
on a 43-yard play, making it 14-0 less than
a minute into the second quarter.
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with 5 more TD passes

The Saints recovered a fumbled snap
and scored on a 2-yard run by McAllister
that made it 14-7.

arcus Robinson caught a 16-yard
touchdown pass to give the Vikings a 21-7
lead. Then the Saints put together their
best drive of the half, going 73 yards in
four plays, with Brooks connecting with
Joe Horn for a 7-yard touchdown.

The Vikings opened the second half with
Culpepper throwing a 9-yard touchdown
pass to Wiggins for a 28-14 lead.

“He’s a great QB,” Saints coach Jim Has-
lett said. “We just didn’t make any plays,
and he made some fantastic plays.”

On fourth-and-3 on their 28, the Saints
lined up in punt formation, then snapped
the ball to blocking back Fred McAfee,
who scampered 53 yards to the Minnesota

. McAllister fmlshed it off with a 1-yard
run, making it

A 39-yard field goal by Morten Andersen
stretched the Vikings’ lead to 10 at 31-21 at
the end of the third quarter. John Carney
kicked a 45-yarder to pull New Orleans to
31-24 early in the fourth period.

Culpepper, who led the NFL with a 126.0
passer rating going into the game, threw
his last touchdown pass to Robinson, mak-
ing it 38-24.

Brooks then scrambled S yards for a
touchdown to pull the Saints to 38-31 with
2:51 left. But Minnesota kept the ball the
rest of the way.

Minnesota Vikings quarterback Daunte

Culpepper (11) tosses a pass in the first

half over New Orleans Saints linebacker

Sedrick Hodge (52) Sunday night. It was
thi

five TD passes in a game, an NFL record.

Raiders pose
no challenge
for Broncos

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Jake
Plummer hit his targets, Reuben

IRVING, Texas
warned  the

er could be.

Steelers capitalize
on Cowboys’ error

BY KRISTIE RIEKEN
The Associated Press
Bill Parcells

Dallas Cowboys
about how good Ben Roethlisberg-

Roethlisberger’s
were impressed, too.

“He can flat-out play,” receiver
Plaxico Burress said. “I think Par-
cells was right.”

Roethlisberger had a S-yard
touchdown pass to Burress in the

teammates

Droughns hit his holes, and Den-
ver's defense hit everybody in
sight.

The Denver Broncos walked
into the Oakland Coliseum with a
swagger rarely seen in their any-
thing-can-happen rivalry with the
Raiders, and it was well de-
served.

Plummer passed for 190 yards
and three touchdowns, Droughns
ran for 176 yards and a touch-
down, and the Broncos took com-
mand of the AFC West with a 31-3
victory Sunday.

“We just pounded them in the
third and fourth quarter. The
quiet was nice,” Plummer said.

Jeb Putzier, Dwayne Carswell
and Ashley Lelie caught first-half
touchdown passes from Plum-
mer, who led the Broncos (5-1) to
a 28-point cushion in the third
quarter and 444 total yards.
Droughns had his second straight
100-yard game, a week after run-
ning for 193 yards in a victory
over Carolina.

His 38 carries were a franchise
record for a non-overtime game.

“After my performance last
week, 1 didn’t want anybody to
doubt I could do it again,” said
Droughns, who scored on a
4-yard run in the third quarter.
“They were definitely frustrated.
Any time you pound the ball and
break tackles, they're going to get
worn out a little bit.”

Oakland’s Jerry Rice, disgust-
ed with his limited role, didn’t

CCONTRA COSTA TIMES/KRT

Oakland’s Ray Buchanan, left, and Danny Clark try to stop Denver’s
Reuben Droughns during their game on Sunday in Oakland, Calif.

catch a pass for the third time this
season and the second straight
week. The 42-year-old Rice, who
asked for a trade last week, con-
sidered this the most devastating
loss of his career.

“This is probably the worst one
because I felt like we weren't in
the ballgame. We can't let teams
jump up on us,” said Rice, who
heard fans chanting “Jerry!
Jerry!” as the clock ticked away
in the final minutes. “I just hope
nobody is basically going to throw
the towel in, and we keep working
hard in practice.”

Denver’s defense was suffocat-
ing, holding the Raiders’ inept of-
fense to 145 yards. The Raiders
(2-4) don’t keep track of negative
statistics in their media guide, but
it was surely one of the most em-
barrassing performances in fran-
chise history.

“We never get tired of dominat-

ing someone,” Denver safety
John Lynch said. “We were talk-
ing about it every down in the hud-
dle in the second half: ‘Keep them
down, keep them down, keep
them down.’”

After Denver's early scores
dug a huge hole for the Raiders,
the rare sellout crowd booed
whenever Collins’ crew took the
field. The Raiders hoped return-
ing home would cure their abun-
dance of problems, but coach
Norv Turner’s first season is
quickly turning ugly after three
straight losses.

“Itreally didn’t bother me,” Col-
lins said. “I understand that's
part of it. When a team’s strug-
gling like we are right now, when
the offense is struggling, the quar-
terback usually gets the blame
for it. I'm to blame for my fair
share of what’s gone on the last
couple of weeks. We just didn’t
give them a whole lot to cheer
about today.”

Pittsburgh’s rookie quarter-
back was as good as advertised.

“He’s going to be the rookie of
the year,” Cowboys defensive end
Greg Ellis said after Roethlisberg-
er led the Steelers to a 24-20
comeback victory Sunday. “He
has the physical and mental tal-
ent that you need.

“To be that young and that
good, you have to credit him for
that.”

Roethlisberger riddled the Cow-
boys for 21-for-25 passing and
two touchdowns to become the
first rookie quarterback to go 4-0
since Phil Simms did it in 1979
with the New York Giants. The
former Miami of Ohio star also be-
came the first Pittsburgh quarter-
back to win in Dallas since Terry
Bradshaw in 1982.

“I can’t say enough about him,”
Steelers coach Bill Cowher said.
“T thought this would be a good
test for him and it was.”

The Cowboys also made anoth-
er huge mistake that led to anoth-
erloss.

A fumble by quarterback Vinny
Testaverde late in the game set up
the Steelers’ winning touchdown.
After Pittsburgh recovered, Jer-
ome Bettis scored from 2 yards
out to cap a short drive.

Parcells had talked all week
about Roethlisberger’s abilities,
even comparing him to a young
Dan Marino.

“He’s going to be an outstand-
ing quarterback,” Parcells said.
“He's got great poise. I haven't
changed my mind about that.”

first quarter as he rolled out of
the pocket to elude the rush and
rifled the ball into the end zone.

On his 7-yard TD pass to Jer-
ame Tuman early in the fourth,
Roethlisberger ~withstood the
pressure in the pocket waiting for
Tuman to get open.

The rookie had nine straight
completmns on the Steelers’ last
two scoring drives and 11 in one
stretch.

Roethlisberger, who  was
sacked three times, said his right
knee was hurting during the
game. But he stayed cool under
pressure to make the key plays
against a tough pass rush.

“I had nothing to plant or push
off of,” he said. “I could not throw
off my back leg. They were very
fast and physical and they came
after us.”

The Cowboys (2-3) led 20-10 en-
tering the fourth quarter.

Testaverde was 23-for-36 for
284 yards and a touchdown but
also fumbled twice, including the
costly late turnover.

“It was a big play — one big
play — and one big reason we
lost,” he said. “It’s unfortunate.”

The Cowboys had a chance to
win it in the final second after
going 30 yards on a nifty pass and
alateral, but Testaverde’s last toss
to the end zone was incomplete.

Dallas’ inability to finish anoth-
er game is the latest concern for
Parcells as his team has routinely
made critical mistakes.
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Poole during their game at Gil

lette Stadium, in Foxborough, Mass.

SEATTLE TIMES/KRT
Seattle Seahawks’ Koren Robinson drops a pass in the first half in front of New England Patriots’ Tyrone

Pats hang on for 20th win

BY HOWARD ULMAN
The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. Tom
Brady sat on the grass with a
dazed look, his helmet nearby
after a hard hit. His teammates
were concerned about the quar-
terback who led them to 19
straight wins.

Make that 20.

Brady strapped his helmet
back on and eventually threw a
big completion. New England’s
defense stopped Seattle’s come-
back. And just like that, the Patri-
ots extended their NFL record for
consecutive wins, including the
playoffs, with a 30-20 victory over
the Seahawks on Sunday.

“You hate to see the guy that’s
making all the calls and is respon-
sible for leading our offense get
banged around like that,” tackle
Matt Light said.

The Patriots were leading 20-9
when Brady was jarred by Micha-
el Boulware, and Rocky Bernard
recovered the fumble on the first
play of the fourth quarter. On the
Patriots’ next possession, Brady
threw an interception to Boul-
ware that set up Shaun Alex-
ander’s 9-yard run, Seattle’s only
touchdown, and a two-point con-
version cut the lead to 20-17.

“I felt fine,” Brady said. “You
just sort of pop up, run over to the
sideline, get your bearings and fig-
ure out how you are going to go
back on the field and tackle it the

next time. And then, obviously, T
didn’t do a great job.”

He made up for the intercep-
tion with a 48-yard pass to Bethel
Johnson on third-and-7 with 2:45
left in the game that put the ball
at Seattle’s 12-yard line. Three
plays later, Corey Dillon scored
his second touchdown on a 9-yard
run, and the Patriots led 30-20
with 1:55 to play.

Had the Patriots punted there,
Seattle would have had plenty of
time to try for the winning points.
The Seahawks challenged
Johnson’s diving catch, but the of-
ficials ruled he had control of the
ball before it hit the ground.

“I think he made a great
catch,” Seattle coach Mike
Holmgren said. “I really saw that
play differently than the referee.”

Catch or no catch, Dillon had
no doubt what the play meant.

“That’s a big-time catch,” Dil-
lon said. “Without the catch, who
knows?”

Without it, the Patriots (5-0)
might have lost their shot at the
record for consecutive wins in the
regular season. They tied Chica-
go’s record of 17 straight in
1933-34 and can break it at home
next Sunday against the New
York Jets, also 5-0.

“I'm respectful of what history
says,” New England coach Bill Be-
lichick said, “but it is more impor-
tant [that] we beat Seattle and try
to keep pace with the Jets.”

Seattle (3-2) is tied for the NFC
West lead with St. Louis, up
against Tampa Bay on Monday
night. In their previous game, the
Rams beat the Seahawks 33-27 in
overtime after trailing 27-10 with
slx ‘minutes left in the fourth quar-

“We ve just had a couple of
1
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Pennington fires up
Jets to stay unbeaten

BY ANDREA ADELSON

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Jonathan Vilma heard about the
Jets’ quest to make history before
he played in his first professional
game.

Back in May, Vilma remem-
bered coach Herman Edwards
preaching about the need to make
something positive happen for
the franchise.

The rookie linebacker helped
make it happen Sunday.

Chad Pennington keyed a sec-
ond-half rally, and Vilma sealed it
with an interception, guiding
New York to a 22-14 victory over
San Francisco.

Though the Jets struggled in
the first half, they made it to 5-0
for the first time in their 45-year
history.

“It means a lot,” Vilma said of
the 5-0 start. “We have been talk-
ing about it for the longest time,
and we have just been executing
and playing.”

The Jets have feasted on weak
opponents so far, beating teams
that are a combined 6-22. Things
get much harder next Sunday,
when they play at undefeated
New England.

They certainly made things
hard on against San

slip-ups,”
cus Trufant said. “There’s still a
lot of season left.”

The Seahawks stumbled early
when Matt Hasselbeck, who had

Francisco (1-5), which came in

with an overtime victory over

lowly Arizona. The 49ers jumped

out to a 14-0 lead, but defensive
Donnie H

thrown two in his
first five games, threw two on
their first two series. They led to
Dillon’s 1-yard scoring run and
the first of Adam Vinatieri’s three
field goals, a 40-yarder. The Patri-
ots made it 17-0 on Brady’s
6-yard touchdown pass to David
Patten and led 20-3 after scoring
on their first four possessions.

“We came out real jittery in the
first half,” Holmgren said.
“Against a team like New En-
gland, that's a pretty tough road
to go.”

Still, the Seahawks cut the lead
to 23-20 with 3:01 left on Josh
Brown’s fourth field goal, a
31-yarder. An intentional ground-

ing call against Hasselbeck on
lhal series hurt their chances for
a go-ahead touchdown.

“I threw it thinking someone
was going to peel out” toward the
ball, Hasselbeck said. “That was
not the big play that hurt us.
There were 20 plays ahead of that
one.”

got his crew going after coming
down from the coaches box to the
sideline, and Pennington got the
offense moving with a fiery half-
time speech.

“That’s the maddest I've ever
seen Chad,” said running back
Curtis Martin, who had 111 yards
on 25 carries and two touch-
downs, while passing Marcus
Allen for eighth place on the
NFL'’s career rushing list with
12,282 yards.

Pennington finished 20-for-30
for 222 yards, going 11-for-14 for
117 yards in the second half.
After halftime, the Jets shut out
the 49ers and limited Tim Rattay
to 93 yards passing. Rattay fin-
ished 18-for-28 for 286 yards with
a touchdown and an interception.

Edwards said the pressure of
making team history weighed on
his players.

“We were kind of lethargic for

some reason,” Edwards said.
“That can happen. There was a
lot of pressure on this team all of
a sudden to win five games. That
was looming. In the second half,
we adjusted and were able to
come back and win the game.”

The Jets began their comeback
in the third quarter when LaMont
Jordan capped a 91-yard drive
with a 17-yard scormg run. On
their next series, Pennington
went to work again, leading the
Jets 70 yards. Martin scored from
the 1 to give the Jets the lead.
New York failed on both 2-point
attempts.

But San Francisco had two
good chances to take the lead,
trailing 15-14.

The 49ers got the ball at their
38 with 7:38 to go and drove to
New York’s 27 before Arnaz Bat-
tle fumbled a toss from Rattay on
an end-around and lost 8 yards,
knocking them out of field goal
range.

Then, with the ball on the San
Francisco 35 with 1:44 remain-
ing, Vilma picked off Rattay’s
poorly thrown pass, ending any
hope of a rally. Martin added a
9-yard touchdown run for the
final margin.

“We've got find a way to win,”
San Francisco coach Dennis
Erickson said. “We've got to
make plays at the end. We're find-
ing a way to not make plays.”

They certainly made them in
the first half. Rattay threw a beau-
tiful pass down the middle to
Brandon Lloyd, who easily ran in
for a 33-yard touchdown to make
it 7-0.

The Niners scored again on
their next drive when Rattay
found Battle for a 65-yard recep-
tion to the Jets 2. Kevan Barlow
scored on the next play for a 14-0
lead.

Now San Francisco has to deal
with more injuries going into the
bye week. Guard Justin Smiley
(knee bruise), cornerback Ahmed
Plummer (thigh strain), Barlow
(shoulder), fullback Terry Jack-
son (toe sprain), Lloyd (calf
bruise) and tackle Scott Gragg
(hip bruise) were hurt, but Erick-
son said none of the injures are
considered serious.

As for the Jets, they are happy
to savor the historic victory for
Jjust one night.

“It’s a big deal . lackle Jason
Ferguson said. the season
doesn’t end at 5- 0."
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Beltran blast evens NLCS

Homers in record fifth straight playoff game

Carlos Beltran reacts after hitting the
game-winning home run in the seventh
inning against the St. Louis Cardinals.

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Julian Tavarez must have
forgotten about Carlos Beltran when he
said the Cardinals didn’t think the Houston
Astros were so special.

Beltran struck again Sunday, homering
in a record fifth straight postseason game
and lifting the Astros over St. Louis 6-5 to
even the NL championship series 2-2.

“There’s no better feeling,” he said.

Before Game 1, the excitable Tavarez
upset the Astros with this assessment: “We
don’t look at the Houston Astros like this is
agreat team. They are good, but we are bet-
ter than them. We are the best because
we've got 108 wins. We've proved it.”

Right now, no one’s better than Beltran.

He launched a tiebreaking shot off
Tavarez in the seventh inning into the
Houston bullpen, reaching way down to
golf a 2-2 slider over the right-field wall.

“Barry Bonds is the best hitter in base-

ball. T don’t think he could have hit that
pitch,” Tavarez said. “I can’t believe he hit
it”

Beltran ensured the teams will go back
to Busch Stadium to settle who goes to the
World Series. Meantime, there’s Game S
Monday night, with Brandon Backe start-
ing for Houston against Woody Williams.

Beltran broke the record set by Jeffrey
Leonard and tied by Juan Gonzalez in 1996
for consecutive postseason games with a
home run.

He also matched Bonds’ 2002 record for
homers in a single postseason.

“This is as good as I've ever seen any-
body swing the bat, not just Carlos Belt-
ran,” Astros manager Phil Garner said.
“He’s some kind of locked in.”

Beltran is getting richer and richer with
each swing. The switch-hitting, All-Star
center fielder might be the prime free
agent on the market once the season ends.
At this moment, he’s aiming for a ring.

“I'm just being relaxed, patient at the
plate,” Beltran said.

Sluggers again dominated, although not
quite the way they did in Game 3 of the
ALCS at Fenway Park, where the Yankees
obliterated Boston 19-8 Saturday night.

Albert Pujols homered for St. Louis, then
came close to a go-ahead two-run homer in
the ninth against Brad Lidge. But the ball
was caught on the warning track, and the
Astros closer struck out Scott Rolen for his
second straight save.

Lance Berkman also homered for Hous-
ton, giving the teams a combined 19 home
runs through only four games.

After Beltran sent the crowd at Minute
Maid Park into a frenzy, Tavarez further
angered the Astros when he threw a fast-
ball over the head of the next hitter, Jeff
Bagwell. They exchanged words, plate um-
pire Mike Winters warned against further
trouble and play resumed without any
problems.

SEE NLCS ON PAGE 27

Ortiz gives Boston hope

David Ortiz, right, is greeted by jubilant Red Sox teammates at the plate after his game-winning home run in the 12th inning Sunday against the
Yankees extended the ALCS to a fifth game, scheduled for Monday after this edition went to press. For more on Game 4, see Page 26.

Patriots hold on
while Jets rally,
but both improve
to 5-0 setting up
AFC showdown
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AP

Culpepper throws five TD passes for third time this season r.x



